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SECTION. 1. 


{7 bat a medi um muſt be kept betwixt the 7200 


extremes men run upon, with regard to tbe 
A oat 8 Religion. on. 


Wee OST men run upon two extremes 
RE 4 with regard to the Chriſtian Reli- 
"4 w- 


| Wy ats of piety. Ther We . 
| N that Jeſus Chriſt has done all that was ne- 
eſfary for their ſalvation; chat he has atoned for 
B our 


\ 


4 DISCOURSE concerning 
our ſins, pulled out the Ning of death, obtained by 
his meritsthe promiſes of our reſurrection in glory, Kremes 
and purchaſed untousthe kingdomof heaven, ich The Ci 
is ſupreme. good: and ſo they flatter themſelves, Ihe be 

they Ao but go aow and then to church, andF 


aintly, for heaven, and give ſomes 
the. poor, ang keep cbemſelves from com- 
| enormous crimes, they certainly will be! 
m— and enjoy after death a ſupreme felicity. 
A great many others imagine, that the Chriſtianſ -. 
Religion is extremely ſtrict, ſevere, and rigorous; 


full of difficulties, abounding with croſſes, at at- 2 
tended with ſadneſs, inconſiſtent with the happi-F 


neſs of this life, oppoſite to all manner of plea- ; al 


ſures, and contrary to the bent of our nature. e 
Its precepts to renounce the world, to deny, 55 f 
one's Ix to forſake father, mother, wiſe,. chil; the 
dren, and to part with all the ſweets of this life, 7 my 
for the glory of God; to take up the croſs, to y en 
mortify the feſh, to undergo many afflictions uppor 
and even to die for the ſervice of Jeſus Chriſt 2 bo 
thelc precepts ſtartle their ſelf-love, which repre 
ſents chem impracticable: wherefore they con- 
clude, that it is in vain for them to pretend td 
perform what they require of us: and that con- 
cluſion diſpoſes them to give ear to any objection 
that may be diſadvantageous to the revealed ReMY. 
ligion, as well as to cheriſh all the prejudice 
poſſible againſt, and to entertain all the diſadvan I 
tageous — they can of it. Afterward the) © 
are calily. perſuaded, by their corrupt heart, ro; 
look upon it as prieſt-craft, and a cheat. 1 
Thus do + two. ſorts of people meet, thoY; 
they take two different courſes; for they both. 
neglect the revealed religion, which is the only 
means to be happy, both in this life and in thi 
next: wherefore my deſign is to do my beſt en 
Mens, in order to convince them 1 "coi 
| ol : 
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| the Toke of our Lord IR sus CHRIS T. 3 
f hoſe who keep a medium betwixt the two ex- 
Fremes mentioned, underſtand bet the nature of 

the Chriſtian Religion, are the wiſeſt, and make 


The beſt uſe of their reaſon. 


„ — 


J. The chief preacher, the author, the founder, 

The origin of our holy religion, I mean Jeſus 

hriſt, the everlaſting truth, who from heaven 
Þrought that religion, and who perfectly underſtood 

Its nature, tells us, that his yoke 55 eaſy, and bis bur- 

Een is ligbt. Now, that by theſe figurative ex- 
Preſſions of yoke and burden, are meant the holy 

Foſpel, the doctrine, the dominion, the ſervice, 

Ihe precepts of Jeſus Chriſt, is, I think, beyond 

ll diſpute: and it may be ſeen. in 1 Pet. ii. 3. 

Nam. ii. 4. that the word of the original rendered 
F2/7, ſignifies alſo gracious, good, benign. And Keie. 
Jo the meaning of theſe words, My yoke is eaſy, Nr, 
nd my burden is light, muſt be this: my religion 3 
4 e een ee enn 
Fay empire, my diſcipline, my injunctions, are Xpys% vb 
upportable, gentle, kind, profitable, feaſible, 0.8. 
And bountiful. But after all, Religion is a yoke 

und A burden: which confutes the people who 
Frrongfully think, that it requires tittle or no- 

Thing; but it is not an intolerable yoke, as that 

Pf the law, nor a grievous burden, as the cere- 


"Ynonies of falſe religions are: on the contrary, it 
” an eaſy yoke and a light burden, which ſhews 


ö Ihe error of thoſe who look upon it as extremely 
Sigid and ſever. 7 


T Men muſt be under the yoke and the burden, 
Either of ſin and vice, or of Jeſus Chriſt and vir- 
ve, there is no avaiding it. Now we Chriſ- 
Fians have this unſpeakable advantage over the 
Felt of mankind, that it is in our power to ſhake 
pff the hurtful, galling, diſgraceful, and deſtruc- 
"ive yoke and burden'of ſin and vice; and to bear 
The eaſy, uſeful, excellent and honourable yoke 
nnd burden of Jeſus Chriſt and virtue: where- 

33 fore, 
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Chriſt and. virtue, are incomparably *more ſup- 


ann of the Gol] pel. 


SECT: II. 


and the yoke of the Gael 


H E moſaical law was very pompous, ex- 
tremely lofty, and moſt domineering. It] 
ſer out all the rights God has over men, and ex- 
acted rigorouſly what was. due to him. It was 
exceedingly ſtrict and ſevere, for it oppreſſed! 
them with abundance of . ſtatutes. about feaſts, 
ſabbaths, and cleanſings; about blood, and the 
diſtinctions of beaſts; about the entering into 
the congregation, the firſt· born, the tithes, the { 
firſtlings, the expiation of an unknown murder; 
and about many other things: it compelled them 
to make a vaſt number of ſacrifices of divers | 
kinds; and it made them fink under the burden 
of a vaſt many rites and ceremonies. In ſhort, it! 
was ſo full of ordinances, that the performing off 
them was looked upon by an apoſtle, as a.yoke! 
inſu * for St . in the firſt council 3 | 


| the Chr 
fore, if we can but be entirely ſatisfied which 
is the moſt tolerable, the eaſieſt, the moſt advan- 
tageous, and the pleaſanteſt, our ſelf-intereſt, and} 
our ſelf- love, will ſurely perſuade and induce u 6 
to ſubmit to that yoke, even to revere it. Now, 
my deſign is to convince my readers, (at leaſt toy 
endeavour it) that the yoke and burden of Jeſus 


the | 
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Þ be e: 
portable, more gentle, more profitable, and more] 
delightful, than the yoke of ſin and vice; but 
before that, I muſt ſhew you the vaſt difference 
there is betwixt the yoke of the Law, and the 
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| the Yoke of our Lord IxsuSs CHRIST. 

{he Chriſtian church, ſpeaking of that yoke, ſaid,, 
Neitber our fathers, nor we, were able to bear it. Acts xv. 1 o. 
may add, that though the law preſcribed fo 

Hany things, upon pain either of death, or of 

Surſe, or of ſome other great puniſhment ; yet 

did not afford the leaſt aſſiſtance towards the 
$erformance of them. It was indeed full of pre- 

gepts, ſtatutes, and ordinances, but no help was 

P be expected from it; and, which was very de- 
lorable, it did not give the: leaſt hopes of for- Gal. iii. 10. 
Tiveneſs, after the commiſſion of ſin: on the 
Jontrary, it curſed every one that did not conti- 

Yue in all things, that were written in it, to do 

them : and was that law attended with ſome de- 

Tree of an inward light, it only ſerved to ſhew 

hem the enormity of their crimes, and their ex- 

| eeding great unhappineſs, and to ſtir up in their 

inds dreadful perturbations; thus expreſſed by 

t Paul, O wretched man that I am, who Hall de- Rom. vii. 24. 
ver me from the body of this death ! 

But bleſſed be the Lord, it is quite otherwiſe 

Fith the holy Goſpel, rightly called Grace, in op- 
"Þoſition to the Law; for God has made himſelf 
Manifeſt to us in that Goſpel, not with a fright- 


xX-Þ1l pomp and terrible ſplendor; not with thunders 
and lightnings, with ſmoke, fire, and the quak- 


g of a mount: but in a gentle, mild, kind, fa- 


ts, iliar, and affable manner; under the veil of the 
iS: manity of his beloved Son, by whoſe means 
to | 


Je propoſes a reconciliation betwixt our offended 
he ( od and us ; he offers the forgiveneſs of our ſins, 
r; Ye tenders us his moſt precious love, the ſource of 
m l glory and happineſs; he promiſes his moſt pow- 
Irful protection, and the aſſiſtance of his Spirit a- 
Hainſt all our enemies; and he declares that he will 
Frant us the glorious title of his children, and 
Hake us heirs of the eternal kingdom of beaven, 
we do but repent of our ſins, and rightly be· 

| 9 3 lieve 
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i lee in Jeſus Chriſt, who e ons 
_ ſtandings by his ſacred word and 
that we may clearly ſee, that the Performing theſe | 


St Matt. XX11. 


Rom. xiii. 1 o. 


in its promiſes, or in its threatnings, or in its ſa- 
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ly Spirit; 


two conditions of the Goſpel, is the true means 
whereby we may obtain eternal ſalvation; and 
who gives us all the help, all the ſuccour, and all 
the encouragement we can reaſonably deſire, to 
enable us to accompliſh them, and obey his com- 


mandments; which, far from being grievous, in- 


tolerable, and manifold, are gery mild, gracious, | 
and condeſcending ; moſt reaſonable, advantage. | 
ous, and all contracted in St Matthew within two 
or three lines, namely, Thou ſhalt love the Lord 
thy God, with all thy beart, and with all thy ſoul," 
and with all thy. . and thy neighbour as AN 
even a word does contain them; for St Paul tells 
* that love, or Charity, is the * * the) 


ED 2 7. II. 
Wat the Goſpel i js all over Charity. 


N D indeed the whole Goſpel, whether 9 
conſidered in its myſteries, or in its doc- 
trine, or in its diſcipline, or in its precepts, or 


eraments, is all over Charity. In the myſtery of 
the bleſſed Trinity, you ſee a moſt loving F ather, 
4 well beloved Son, and a Spirit full of Charity. Full 
The myftery of the Incarnation is all Love. us, 


There you may ſee the wonderful, tranſcendent, of 


and of the holy Ghoſt, towards mankind : of- chef 
Father, Ibo ſo toued the world, that be gave bi. 


and unſpeakable love of the Father, of the Son, 


only — Son, Thar Lee blieveth "hol 
| oulay 


1 the Nile of our Lord Ixsus CHRIST. 7 
er- aud not periſb, but bave everlaſting kfe : of the | 
it: Jon, bo was pleaſed to be made fiefh, and to deoeil jou; 13. 
wong us; To be delivered for our offences, and to Rom. iv. 23. 
e for our fins; To riſe again for our juſtification, 1 Cor v. 3. 
&:d to fit at the right hand of God, in order tomake Nat 1 20 
terceſſion for us: of the holy Ghoſt, by whom 
Fe/tes Chriſt was conceived, that he might entirely 

Free him from our natural corruption, which had 

Made him uncapable to accompliſh our ſalvation. 


The doctrine of the goſpel teaches us, that 4 


© 5 
1 
* 
725 
=. 
4 E 


Ty nal projiteth nothing, rf. be Ball gain the whole Matt. xvi. 26. 
Ny 0 1 orld, and boſe his own foul - That all things work Rom. Vil. _ 
4 Wogetber. for good to them that love God That ged. 1 — | 


2/5 is profitable unto all things, having promiſe of 11. 
Ie life that now is, and of that which is io come: 
That zf any man bave not the fpirit of Chriſt, be is 
%, None of bis; but if the ſpirit of him that raijed up 
Feſus from the dead dwell in us, be that raiſed up | 
briſt from the dead fball alſo quicken our mortal 
Podies, by the ſpirit that dwelleth in us: That the — 18. 
Fufferings of this preſent time, are not worthy to be 
' Fompared with the glory which ſhall be revealed in | 
us: That except 4 man be born of water, i. e. be John iii. 5. 
paptized, and of the ſpirit, i. e. do begin a new, © 


pure, innocent, and ſpiritual life, be cannot enter 


er into the kingdom of God: That we are fanfified, Acts xxvi. 18. 


xc- Somforted, and _juftified by faith, which without Rom: 3. 12: 
or works is dead: That the true worfbippers Jas 34 


a. be Father in ſpirit and in truth. That excellent John iv. 23. 


of Wottrine gives us ſuch a knowledge of God, and Acts xvii. 28. 


er, of his perfections, that it induces us moſt power: 
y. Fully to love him with all our heart; for it teaches 
e. us, that he is the origin of all good, the ſource 
of a perfect happineſo, the fountain of an eternal 
n, glory, and the ſpring of an everlaſting life: that 
he his almighty. power has created, does preſerve, 
and governs us; for in him we live, and move, and 
Ws B 4 neceſſi- 


- 


14, 15. 


23. 


2 Theſſ. iii. 


ſouls. 
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that his charity calls us to him, that we may bei 


partakers of his graces; and that his tranſcen-W 
dent bountifulneſs will make us enjoy a moſty 
| glorious and happy immortality. An admirable 
and a wonderful love is plainly ſeen in all the diſ- 
penſations of the goſpel. 
evident, than that its end is to engage us to work 


out our ſalvation, and its deſign to induce us to 


Jove God with all our heart, and i Its aim to make 
us moſt happy for ever. i 
he diſcipline of the goſpel intends either to 0 


ſave great ſinners, or to keep others from fall- 


ing into crimes, as you may clearly perceive in 


theſe following paſſages. F thy brother ſhall treſ- 


Matt. viii 15. paſs againſt thee, go and tell him his fault between 
thee and him alone : if he ſhall hear thee, thou haſt | 
gained thy brother, but if be will not hear thee, then} 
take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth 
of two or three witneſſes every word may be eſtabliſh. 1 
ed; and if be ſhall neglect to bear them, tell it unto | 
the church: but if be neglect to hear the church, let 
him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican. 1 

1 Tim. v. 20. Them that fin rebuke before all, that others alſo may 
F any man obey not our word by this Pille, 1 
note that man, and have no company with him, that F 
he may be aſhamed, yet count him not as an enemy, %: 
And when Feſus Wi 
bad breathed on his apoſtles, and given them his holy ® 
Ghoſt, wwho is a ſpirit of meekneſs and charity, be 
conferred upon them the authority to exerciſe the diſ- ® 
John xx. 22, cipline of his goſpel, ſaying, Whoſeſoever fins ye re- 
mit, they are remitted unto them; and whoſeſoever Þ 
| fins ye retain, they are retained. There is a fact 
related in 1 Cor. v. which evidently ſhews, that 

the diſcipline of the goſpel is very careful of men's 

St Paul, hearing that there was among 


fear. 


but  admoniſh him as a brother. 


them an inceſtuous man, lets them know; that as | 
„ abſent Þ © 


Nothing can be more 


| | the 7 


neceſſities z that his mercy forgives us our ſins, 


ent in 


deed L 
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7 the Yoke f our Lord I Es US CHRIST. 9 
ins, ¶ ſent in body, but preſent in ſpirit, he bad already . 
beiſaged concerning the offender : now the ſentence. | 
en- Mich he paſſed on the guilty: perſon, was, That 
1oſtYicy. ſhould in a public aſſembly deliver him unto 
ble tan for the deſtruttion of the fleſh, in the name, | 
diſ- d with the power of our Lord Feſus Cbriſt. = 
ore And why? That the ſpirit might be faved in the 
ork YF the Lord Jeſus. | 0 
to Obſerve well how mild and full of charity that | 
ike Wſcipline is, what tender regard it has for the | 
Puls of great ſinners, and how admirable its me- 
Khods are, to make men ſenſible of their faults, 
nd to reclaim them from their vices. Firſt, to 
ve them the ſhame and the reproach which they 
geſerve, we muſt admoniſh them privately ; if | 
Hat method does not work on them, another eſſay | 
Muſt be made, with two or three men more; but | 
zen F they be ſtill refractory, we muſt have recourſe 
th Þ the church; but if ſhe cannot reform them, 
. Fe are only permitted to look on them as deſ- 
Ferate ſinners. oh e No ke 
Its precepts are full of love and charity, as you 
Hay obſerve in the following paſſages. F thy Luke xvii 
Frother treſpaſs againſt thee, rebuke bim; and if be 3, 4. 
Fepent, forgive him; and if be treſpaſs. againſt thee 
ven times in a day, and ſeven times in a day turn 
ain to thee, ſaying, I repent, thou ſhalt forgive 
im. Let your light ſo ſhine before men, that they Matt. v. 16, 


ly ay ſee your good works, and glorify your Father 44» 45: 
be Which is in heaven. Love your enemies, bleſs them 


Wat curſe you, do good . to them that hate you, and 
Pray for them that deſpitefully uſe you, and perſecute 
ou. Why fo? That ye may be the children of your 


& Father which is in heaven; for he makes his ſun to 
ut ½iſe on the evil, and on the good; and ſendeth rain 
's pn the juſt, and on the unjuſt. . Be ye perfect, even 
g Es your Father which is in heaven is perfect. Lay — vi. 19, 20. 


— - 


xs prot up for yourſelves treaſures upon earth, where 
Wikia moth 
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moth and ruft derb corrupt, and where thieves Aicb 6 

Break through and tea; but lay up for your ſelves x- pl: 

| ireaferes im beaven, where neither moth nor ruſt dotii love 

| corrupi, and where thieves ds not break through nomreatnm 

Matt. vi. 33. fal. Seek ye firſt the kingdom of God and his righ{@am e 

 -  beotſndſs, and all things, neceſſary for life, a b1 

added unto you. Fudge not, that ye be not judgedMit 

— vii. 1, 7. Aſt, and it ſhalt be given you : ſeck, and ye bail 

Ind: knock, and it ſhall be opened unto you. Entei = 

— 13, 14. #4 af the ſtrait gate; for wide is the gate, and breath: 

is the way, that leadeth to deftruttion, and man 

there be which. go in thereat; becauſe ſtrait is thil 

| Fate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, 

John xv. 12. and few there be that findit. This is my command iſ 

ment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you. In n 

£4 all thefe precepts an admirable love is plainly ſeen. 

John xiv. 13. Its promiſes are full of charity. J/batſoever i 

ſhall aſt in my name, faid Jeſus Chriſt, tbat I will! 

+ EY do; that the Father may be glorified in the Son. o 

Matt. xi. 28. Come unte me, all ye that labour and ate heavy la· Iuniſbe 

= XX. 29. den, and I will give you reſt. Every one, that beth ¶ the 

forſaken bouſes, or brethren, or ſiſters, or father, or pill r 

mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name"; em 

| ſake, ſhall receive an hundred fold, and ſhall inherit pr $1: 

ſl = 2-42 overlaſting life. Whoſorver ſpall give to drink unto ut at 

* © one ef theſe little ones, a cup of cold water only, in N be ir 

! be name of a diſtiple, verily, I ſay unto you, bt Nerat 

Wl ball in no «wiſe loſe bis reward. We, according to h 

2 Pet. iii: 13. the promiſe of God, look for new heavens and a Now, 
Wt hew earth, wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs, ſaid St naz 

Tim. iv. Peter. Hencefotth there is laid up for thoſe that our! 
7,8. have fought the good fight, finiſhed their courſe, ¶he 

and kept the faith, a crown of righteouſneſs ; Þ the 

which the Lord, ibe righteous judge, ſball give mio bt 

1 Pet. v. 4. them at his appeating. The faithful ſervants. of | 

Cbriſt ſball-receive a crown of glory which fadeth ye e 

1 Cor. ii. 9. BP away. Eye bath not ſeen, nor ear beard, nei-  faſti 

iber have enttred into the 'beart of men, ibe things rent 


| which | 


* 


dhe Dies of our Lord J Ess Chin rer. = 
a Vich God bath frepared for ibem that love him. | 


il plainly fee in all thefé profnifes à wender- 
1070 love: there is a great char rey event in his 


Gearing; for the end of them is te deter men 

Win evil; and to bring them from the way of 

WH, into the way of heaven. Jt is impoſſible bat Luke xvii. 1. 

Mt offences will come, but wo unto lim through 

on they come. Every idle word that men Pall Matt. xii. 

40 they ſhall give un account thereof in tht day of 36, 37. 

Nennt: for by thy words thou ſhalt be jufineù, | 

1 by thy words thou ſhalt bs condeWined. - The S —xiii. 41 42. 
man ſhall fend forth bis angels, and they ſpall gu- 

Wet out of bis kingdom all things that offend, aud 

1d. em which do iniquity, and ſhall caſt them into 8 

ace of fire, ee ſhall be wailing and gnaſbing bf 

Feb. The Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealtd from hed- , Thefl. i. 

„en with his mighty angels in flaming fre, taling 7, 8. 

Reance on them that know nor Goll, and that obty 

vr the goſpel of our Lord Feſtts Ct, who ſhall $6 

10. Nuniſbed with everlaſting deſtruttion from the preſence = 

F the Lord, und from the glory of bis power. Ga Rom, ii. 6, 7, 

Pn render to cbery mas accbruing 16 Dis dees: 19 8, g 

Pem who by patient tontinnunte in well-dving, fetk 

Pr glory, and honour; and immortalily; eternul life: 

7 17 anto them that are contentivus, am do #61 obey 

e truth, bat. obey ix ig bteouſneſ; indignation all . 

eatb, tribulation and inguiſh, upon roery ſbu 3 

4 nan that doth evil. The bf fin 14 Aub. Rom. vi. 2 

Now, the aim of Hl wk threatniltigs is, as you - 

St Pay eaſily perceive; to teelaitri is from our ill 

at | <a and to indijce us to àmend out lives, 

The t Joel doth plainly * a = 

8 the de 1 God's threa — 

* the Lord is great and ve tte 3 li. 11, 

robo can abide it? Therefore, 2 ot BAG, 70 5: 

e even unte me, with all your heart, and with 

- Rfofting and with weeping, and with mourning ;, and 

* Jour beart and not your garments, and turs un- 

15 
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moſt precious fayour, and obtain the gift of God's 


and have an aſſurance of being made partakers WF" 
of an eternal bliſs. —And the holy Euchariſt was 


ftrengthned, our hope nouriſhed, our reſolutions 
to walk in the way of heaven encouraged ; our 


minds enlightned and ſanctified: finally, f 
may draw nigh to God, the fountain of all bliſs, 


rity one towards another. 


A. DISCOURSE concerning 


to the Lord your Cod; pie: ge. he is gracious and merci. F 
ful, flow to anger, and of great kindneſs, and re. 
penteth bim of the evil. 

As to the Sacraments commanded by ou? 
Lord to his diſciples, if we conſider the. ene 
for which they are inſtituted, we cannot but ac. 
knowledge, that it is exceeding gracious and 
charitable ; for Baptiſm was ordained, that we) 
may be purified and abſolved from ſin, which! 
ſed a moſt deplorable alienation betwixt God? 
and us; that we may be received again into his} 


| the F 


rhe 1 
85 


arabl! 
reat | 
entle 
en of 
holy Spirit, whereby we are enabled to work out Pu to 
our ſalvation; that we may be admitted into the in 
church, God's bleſſed family, the myſtical body 
of Chriſt; get a title unto a glorious immortality, ? 


appointed, that it may call our bleſſed Lord to 
our minds; together with what he has done in 
order to purchaſe unto us the kingdom of hea- 
ven; that it may quicken our love for, and raiſe 
in us pious affections towards that good and gra- 
cious Redeemer; that we may feed our ſouls with 
heavenly manna, with the bread of life, and re- 
vive and cheriſh them with a moſt delicious NA 
liquor; that our faith may be confirmed and R 


hearts filled with comfort and gladneſs, and our 
that we 


ſtedfaſtly unite ourſelves to our bleſſed Lord, the | 
author of eternal ſalvation, and combine i in cha- 4 


"7 
« 8 


, 3 
4 
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3 the Yohe of cur Lord JESUS CHRIST. 


ci. 

Y 8 E EE 2 4 | IV. i | 
Ou! 1 | | : * | | | Tp. C 0 | 
ene Ve nature of Sin, or the old man within us, 
acl. :.-: 1 | 
and KTO WI ſhall endeavour to convince you, 


arably more uneaſy, more intolerable, and a 
Freat deal leſs ſatisfactory even in this life, leſs 
. Wentle and pleaſant, than the yoke and the bur- 


Pu to ſubmit to the laſt, and to cheriſh it. 

In order to it, I muſt firſt inform you, that 
Watan, the great enemy of our happineſs, who out 
If envy and malice, and by his flatteries, wiles, 
Ind enticements, draws continually a prodigious 
Fumber of ſouls into his kingdom, full of dark- 
eſs, horrors and torments; has been the inſtru- 
Ment whereby ſin and vice crept into man's heart: 
Hien I muſt repreſent to you the nature of that 
In and vice, which is entirely oppoſite and re- 


Ind all virtues; for it is edged with an inveterate 
Malice againſt the ſoul, and with an everlaſting 
Patred againſt godlineſs, full of ſtratagems and 
Weceits to draw men into perdition, delighting in 
Sncleanneſs, thwarting all religious duties, and 
ppoſing all that is good, moderate, wiſe, and 
Mharitable. It is of a nature ſo cleaving and ad- 
Werent, that ivy ſticks not cloſer and faſter to a 
Wee, or to a wall, than fin. does to men. When 


Ill they can, let repentance and amendment tear 
r off, and pluck it up, there will be ſome re- 
rains, till their earthly houſes be diſſolved. 
The old man, or fin, is a ſpring out of which 
Sſſues all manner of wickedneſs and impurity : 


adultery, 


Pugnant to all goodneſs and piety, to uprightneſs, 
Wacerity and holineſs; to religion, righteouſneſs, 


Wnce it has taken root in their hearts, let them do 


that the yoke and burden of ſin is-incom- 


en of Jeſus Chriſt and virtue; and ſo perſuade 


2 Cor. v. 1. 


ä n . 2 — 
e e ee 


2 
. — —ͤ—. 


— 
— 


I; 

> SAC A — 

8 n 88 
* we 

. — - 


1 


— p . 3 X 
; 4 — e 
— ns _— l < = 
—— 2 
— — tae = — — — — — * = — — * — * = 
- — S * — 
- a — — a — — * * _- _— - . — 
— —— —— | 
, - — — — —— — — — —— 
— 4 3 is 


WI 
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20, 21. 


Rom. vii. 25. us rebel agaiuſt our Creator, Preſerver, Benefac . 
ter, and aur ſupreme Judge. We find that it deal 


Gal. v. 19, adultery, fornication, uncleanneſs, laſciviouſneſs, 10 0 


Were 2 peaceable, mild, and officious ſervant® 
but having once drawn in our affections, crept iv 


| 2 fierce, and diſmal; full of treachery 
of a moſt unquiet and turbulent nature; that i 


the imperiouſneſs, and all the tyranny imagina 


in, into her tent, gave him milk, covered him 
With a mantle, and ſeemed to be concerned foi ie 
this ſafety, and to favour his reſt; but as ſoon af 
he was faſt aſleep, out come the inſtruments oli 
death, a nail and a hammer; Sbe fmote, ſays the 
ſexinture, ie nail into his temple, and faſtened i 
anto the greund; Jo he died: thus does ſin uſe men: 
It intises and allures their hearts, by ſhewing for 
tem . — by aſſuring them 
of an entire ſecurity, and by promiſing that they! 
hall have all manner of . abun 8 
dance of pleaſures, poſſeſs vaſt riches, and that F 

| | they 


4 DISCOURSE concerning |} #4 
ey ſhai 
latry, witchcraft, batred, variance, emulations, rale lu] 
ſrife, ſeditions, herefies, envyings, murders, drunteſi g its © 
neſs, revellings, and ſuch like, flow from that infſW<» it 
pure ſpring. 1 5 Ingers, 
The old man, or fin, at firſt is extremely fla ane 
tering, fawning and alluring; it ſeems to be vejf fills 
ſweet, pleaſant, delicious, and charming. It affad o. 
Pears at firſt ſight of a very eaſy, complaiſanf reſſible 
gentle, and obliging nature; and it looks as if em V 


to our hearts, ſcrewed itſelf into our minds, ani 
taken poſſeſſion of aur ſouls; then we find, to out 
ſorrow and confuſion, that it is exceedingly dan 


hood, and perfidiouſneſs, and abounding wid 1 
Eriets, vexations, and torments : we find, that iti 2 


tend 
eat 
hat 


never ceaſes to tempt, to corrupt, and to hardei 
gur hearts, and that it will reign over us, with all 


ble; bring us into captixity to its law, and mak 


is po 


with us as Jael dealt with Siſera; the called hin 


eng 
eſt 
ſe c 
lepr 
of 


. 
N % 


tbe Nie of our Zend Jesvs Cann 


ey ſhall be raiſed to great honours; but having 
rail ce lulled men alleep in its impurity ; alas l it 
ricl 2 ** cruelty at work. Far from keeping them 
e, it hurries them into the moſt imminent 
4 gers, and inſtead of diverſions, it brings diſ- 
s and anguiſh upon them: inſtead of pleaſures, 
alls cheir * with griefs and afflictions 3 in- 


7 
) 


4 


ven 
- jad of riches, it plunges them into an unex- 
arecflible miſery, and inſtead of honours, it cona's 


g E with Hams, a. * confuſion. s 


nh 

ang | Fo * 

o, SECT. V. 
lan e e pg gs 

4 Irs diſmal effects and direful iſchięi. 


5 UT let the diſmal effects of ſin, or the old | 
k 1 O man, its direful miſchiefs, and its horrible 
Je rendance, utterly convince us of its exceeding 
eat tyran 15 treacherouſngſs, and 5 f 
„hat F e ul miſchiefs, what lamentable di- 
ters, what diſmal confuſions has it not cauſed 
heaven; where God does manifeſt his lory, 
is power, his wiſdom, his halinefs, in a ſpecial 
d extraordinary manner. It has corxupted pl 
Watt number of pure and glorious ſpirits, Fa | 
em to conſpire, and incited them to rebel again 
ir Creator, their Preſerver, their bs 0-1 ord, 
ſho was the origin of all their perfections, and 
C fountain of their unſpeakable happineſs : and 
4 E Th, 15 3 — — — 
e 2 1s Wra in atiqn, 
Wengeance. Man was no ſooner made, but that 
Eſtleſs and implacable ſin egged him on to make 
7% of all their guile and craftinefs, in order to 
, Ficpcare, es 15 he might be partaker, with his 
| Fe rlaſting miſery. The thing 


- | 


all F 


16 41 -DISCOURSE concerning 


was undertaken, put in execution, and brough 7 s to 
to paſs. Man was drawn away from God and | 
law, alienated and eftranged from his great ben J. reac 
factor. Then ſin ſlipt into his heart, and fron 
thence ſpread all over, got through all the facij 
ties of his ſoul, and run into all the members 
his body; in ſhorr, it corrupted the whole mail 
and ſo his mind that was before pure, holy, cle 
and ſerene; adorned with excellent virtues, a | 
A wonderful knowledge, attended with - innocen 
pious, and good thoughts, is now vitiated. Sl 
has filled it with all manner of i impurity, will ] 
profanation, ungodlineſs, vanity, ignorance ai 

_ darkneſs; with unprofitable notions, with pell 
verſe diſputes, raſh and pernicious controverſic 
filly and impertinent inquiries, that only ſerve WP ble 
hide the truth ; with wretched contrivances, wit ſtitio 
 fickleneſs, and with ſwarms of roving, empty ani oms 
fooliſh thoughts. ro Heſid 
As to his conſcience, which ought to indud bu 
kim to perform carefully his duties, ſin has lik othe 
Eph. iv. 19. , Wiſe corrupted it; for it has rendered it hard, pal ef, 
1 Tim. iv. 2. feeling, inſenſible ſeared it as with a hot iron" ar 
Heb. ix. 14. filled it with dead works z and furniſhed it wit 
falſe and abſurd excuſes. © 
His heart, which ought to be an unpemelt 
clean, a holy, and a ſacred temple, for the glon 
and the ſervice of our ſupreme Lord, has bee 
alſo extremely defiled by that abominable ſinY 
for it has made it a fink of wickedneſs and inf 
piety, of pollution and filthineſs, of deep deceiſ 
and hypocriſy. It has made it capable of enter 

_ taining any vice, any crime; and copious in vainf 
_ foul, and wicked deſires; it has ftored it witlY 
impenitency, unbelief, treachery, and infidelity | 
and ſupplied it with contempt for religion, with 
diſdain for the moſt precious promiſes of the gol 
pe, ages ſcorn for God's dreadful — Pp 


Is age 

able 
2 obl 
ofitor 
holy, 
Ad WO! 
Fation 
wk of 
:cept 
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| blaſ 
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| 3 che Dole of our Lord Is us Cn RIST. 
ugMAs to his will, which ought to be very dutiful 

d moſt ſubmiſſive to the good pleaſure of God's 
erW, ready and inclined to perform his command- 
ros; buſy and delighting in doing good; fin 


ci made it very diſobedient to, and moſt rebel- 
rs Nis againſt God, extremely averſe to his laws, 
1alpable of itſelf to do any good, and very apt 
lee obſtinate. The memory, which ſhould be a 


Woſitory of good, pious, and charitable thoughts; 
holy, pure, and heavenly notions ; of the ſa- 
word of God, of the true knowledge of our 
ation, and of an uſeful learning: ſin made it 
Wok of evil, profane, and uncharitable thoughts; 
ceptacle of irreligious, filthy, and helliſh no- 
ns; a magazine of oaths, curſes, imprecations, 
al blaſphemies ; a common-ſewer of hereſies, ſu- 


vid ſtitions, and idolatry, and a receiver of wicked 
anfWtoms, ill habits, and pernicious principles. 
_ WBelides, it has corrupted all our paſſions. I 
luq d but mention that, which is the ſpring of all 
1k others, i. e. Love, the firſt, the mother, the 
palWc!, the moſt powerful, the reigning paſſion, 
ornn and to which all the reſt are derived and re- 


ed; for if that ſource be corrupted, all the 
ams that flow from it muſt be fo likewiſe. 
dw fin has made our love exceedingly vitious, 
applying it to, and wrapping it up in unwor- 
, deſpicable, and dangerous objects, ſuch as 
the corruptions, the pride, and the Juſt of the 
im; the vain honours, and the falſe greatneſs of 
ce world; its ſeeming goods, and deceitful 
ies; its criminal diverſions, and wicked plea- 
ainWM<es 3 which pleaſures, ſpurring men on to all 


/irWoner of villanies, are the plagues of mankind, 
ty the gulphs that drown moſt part of them in 
ir dition ; and the magazines from whence the 
-of ortal enemies of our ſalvation furniſh themſelves 


Ih arms to deſtroy us. 15 i | 
EE 2. | More- 


15 


Rom. vii. 23. 


it makes that little member the inſtrument of al 


what a deal of hurt does it not do? how many 


Whole families, whole kingdoms, and the who! 


Bim into captivity to its law, as St Paul ſays. 


Now the eyes communicating theſe curſed ſeed 
to the whole man, he brings forth a world of mil 


ſion does it not cauſe by the means of the tonguq 


4 DISCOURSE concerning 


Moreover, ſin having taken poſſeſſion of th 
whole man, does not only war againſt his min 
but it likewiſe vitiates his members, and Brin 


the 
d of 
Fame 
THE 1 
adly 1 
u 
ume! 
the 
urde! 
orde 
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It, It depraves the eyes, by ſowing in them th 
ſeeds of fraud and treachery; of an \ abominab| 
Juſt, and of an odious pride; of a gnawing en 
vy, of a pitiful covetouſneſs, of a raging wrath 
and of a prodigious number of inſatiable deſire 


1 
| 2dly, Sin fills the ear with fulſome and perf 
digus flatteries, with deteſtable and deſtructiv 
calumnies, with malicious ſlanders, with hatefy 


ies, and with obſcene ſtories. 
34y, What horrible miſchiefs, ak fad confy 


though one of the ſmalleſt parts of a man's body| 


manner of wickedneſs and deſolation. Goo 
God! what a prodigious noiſe does it not make 


herefies and errors does it not propagate ? hoy 
many contentions, how many diſputes and fac 
tions does it not ſtir up in the church? alas! it ſer 


world on fire, with variance, and ſtrife, and jarscres 


and diviſions. It depraves, it infects, it poiſon! 
moſt of the whole ſociety of men. Be pleaſed t 
hear what St James fays of that little, but exceed 
ingly malicious thing, and you will find that whal 
L have aſſerted of it is confirmed by that apoſtle 


The tongue, ſays he, is a fire, a world of iniquityMito a 


it defileth the whole body, and ſetteth on fire th 


courſe of nature, and it is ſet on fire of hell, i.e. kindleq ter 


by the devil with a fire that comes from the bot 
tomleſs pit. He goes on, n. kind of beaſts 


an 


the Tole of our Lord Jg sus CukxIs r. 
d of birds, and of ſerpenis, and things in the ſea, 


uin; emed, and have been tamed of mankind; but the 

ee can no man tame, it is an unruly evil, Full of 
dly Poiſon. | 

ii 4%, Sin has made the hands and the feet in- 

ab uments of violence and miſchief, making uſe 


the dexterity of the one, to ſteal, to hurt, to 
urder, and of the ſwiftneſs of the other, to run, 
order to indulge wicked deſires, either in tak- 
g revenge, or in ſatisfying vain curioſities, or in 
atifying concupiſcence. Thus you ſee what a 
onſter of wickedneſs ſin has made man. But 
t us conſider further, its direful attendance, I 
ean the horrible judgements that follow aftor' it, 


ellen in this life. 

fy N f n — — — 

dy SUT. VI. 

00 The dreadf ul judgements it brings upon men 

keel during this life. 

any 

10} T is ſin which has enraged man againſt man, 

2 and nations againſt nations; which arms them 
e 


at they may deſtroy one another. How many 
urders, how many ſlaughters, how many maſ- 
cres has it not cauſed ? how many wars has it 


ont kindled ? what devaſtations has it not made? 

I ii is fin that brought the deluge in Noab's time, 
edMdat drowned Pharaoh and his army in the Red 
rhall:; that ſo often drew dreadful puniſhments up- 
teh the 1/raclites ; that turned Sodom and Gomorrah 
ty Wo a ſtinking lake, and brought upon Jeruſalem, 
he glory of. the earth) an entire deſolation and 


ter deſtruction ; that has ruined ſo many em- 
res, and laid waſte fo many countries, and ob- 
ured the Chriſtian world with a prodigious dark- 
C 2 neſs; 


20 4A DISCOURSE concerning 
neſs; from whence iſſued an extreme ignoran eeits 
a groſs ſuperſtition, and an horrible idolatry. WW 
is ſin that does its utmoſt endeavours to dri 
away and to baniſh charity (which is to religic 
what our ſoul is to our body) from among me 
by ſharpning ſo much tongue againſt tongue, 
| ſetting to paper pens flowing with gall and po 
ſon; filling ſo many pamphlets with bitterne 
and with more revilings, abuſive language, a 
biting jeſts, to provoke, than with ſtrong arg 
ments, good ſenſe, and evident reaſons to co 

vince, and that ſpurs men on to follow their ac 
verſaries with more clamour, bawling, reproac 
and barking, than with ſkill, art and ingenuit 

It is fin that has poured out upon mankind 
world of griefs, troubles, diſgraces, and afflic 
tions; that fills them with defects, imperfection 
and prejudices ; that torments them with a mu 
titude of infirmities, diſeaſes, ſickneſſes, an 
grievous ſufferings ; that plagues them with hide 
ous havocks, with terrible confuſions, and dir 
ful ranſackings ; that loads them with ſhame, r: 
proach, and infamy ; that cauſes deſtructive ti 
mines, and fatal plagues, dreadful tempeſt 

_ ſtorms, and inundations; terrible earthquake 

thunders and lightnings ; that has brought deat 
with a direful ſting upon them, and laid the vet 
Prince of life dead in a ſepulchre. It is fin th: 
has poiſoned the pleaſures, the diverſions, th 
comforts, the goods and the riches of this world 
that has rendered its dignities, honours, prefer 
ments and reputation, dangerous, as well as peact 
quietneſs and plenty, health, ſtrength and cou 
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rage; that has made eating, drinking, and ſleep . 4 f 
ing full of inconveniencies: in ſhort, it is fin th: ith 
has turned the bleſſings of this world into curſe ente 

It is ſin that has made men obnoxious to all th PR 


temptations of the devil, to all his ſuggeſtion 
Ds dceceit 


the Yike of cur Lord JESUS CuRisT, 
ceits and ſolicitations, and that has expoſed 
em to all his ſnares, devices and crafty wiles; 


nning, all his efforts, could by no means pre- 
il with their . ſouls, nor have any advantage 
er them. .It would not at all be in his power 
deprave their nature, to hurt them, and to 
Irry them along to deſtruction. Satan, know- 
& that his utmoſt endeavours cannot corrupt us 
ithout entertaining and cheriſhing his tempta- 
dns, neglects nothing to hold correſpondence 
ith our paſſions, and to practiſe upon our affec- 
ons, which he allures with all the ſubtilty ima- 


nable. Having attracted and bribed them, he 


nd {Woveys lily by their means the ſeeds of all man- 
ffir of wickedneſs into our ſouls, which afterward 
ion nceive and bring forth a world of ill thoughts, 


miſchievous words, and bad deeds. That de- 
itful and treacherous ſpirit, who delights in do- 
& evil, ſearches out our diſpoſitions and inclina- 


ith the inſtigations he makes uſe of, in inducing 
em to do evil: As for example, has a man a 
reat deal of wit and pride ; he will be ſure to 
rompt him to diſbelieve the ſublime truths of 


d deſpiſe its ingenuity and plainneſs. Is another 
clined to luſt and drinking ; he will not fail to 
erſuade him to ſcorn all its rules about continence 
nd ſobriety. Has a third great riches ; he will 


ours, and to give himſelf over to his pleaſures. 
a fourth poor ; he will induce him to find faulc 
ith: the diſtributions of providence, to be diſ- 


ifth a great deal of learning z he will not fail to 
put into his head vain-glory. Is a ſixth of a 
3. 3 


were it not for ſin, all his engines, all his 


ons; to them he ſuiteth his temptations, and 
om them he takes ingredients which he tempers 


e goſpel, that are above his underſtanding, and 


empt him to be ſelf-conceited, to ſlight his neigh- 


ontented, and to murmur againſt God. Has a 
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i Gen. vi. 6. 


Eph. i. 12, 
27. 19. 


Kom. i. 24, 28. cleanneſs, and to vile affeftions, even to the fury. 


ls a ſeventh infirm and ſickly; he will make hi 


that caſteth into their minds impertinent thought 


wrelt to their perdition the holy Scriptures. It 


the 
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A DISCOURSE concerning | 
ſtrong: conſtitution, and full of vigour z he wi 
intice him to take all manner of finful pleaſur 


peeviſh, fretful, capricious, impatient and whirſ 
pering. Hath an eighth a great authority; & 
ran will entice him to wrong, to ſcorn, to abu 
and to oppreſs his neighbours. 

It is fin, or the old man, the devil's creatur 
that cools mens devotions, extinguiſhes their ze: 
quenches their fervency, and deadens their fait 


to hinder their attention, either in their prayer 
or at the hearing, or the reading of God's word 
and that makes them miſapply, miſconſtrue, an 


ſin that has made the law of life and liberty, 
law of bondage, of curſe, and death; turned ti 
very preaching of the goſpel into a favour of deat 


unto death, and provoked the beſt of beings, th b 
moſt gracious God, the everlaſting Father, who es 
compaſſion is unſpeakable, and the infiniteli hi 
bountiful Creator, to purſue the workmanſhip d 4 | 
his almighty power with wrath and indignatioſ n 

even with hatred and perdition Ti 0 repent of, an d 
to grieve at his having made man. Alas! it is fie 
that has drawn, and that keeps them afar off be 
from their ſupreme good; that has been the cauſ ole 

of their having no hope, and of their being wit d 
out Cod in the world; and that has made the abl 
aliens, foreigners, and ſtrangers from that foun 
tain of glory. It is ſin which has ſo incenſed thi ff 
almighty againſt wretched men, that by a jul oy 
a1 Cc 


Judgement, he has ſtruck their ſouls with blind 
neſs and obſtinacy, and brought them under ſubi 
jection to the concupiſcence of their fleſh; 0 un 


malice, and revenge of Satan; ſent them ſtron 
| 28 ons 


15 he Yoke of our Lord Jꝝx sus C nRIzT. . - Al 
e wilt/ons, that they ſhould believe a lie; left them fo 2 Theſſ. ii. 


aſurd ir reprobate mind; and given them the ſpirit of \'* 

e hit — eyes that they ſhould not ſee, and ears that — 
whirl» ould not hear. It is fin which has ſo much | 
', SWpvoked him, that he has diſmayed, terrified, 

abuſl diſturbed their conſciences, galled and wound- 


them with reproaches, raiſed in them a vaſt 
any ſcruples, and purſued them with checks, 
orſes, and à worm that ſhall not die: that he Iſa. Ixvi. 24. 


atur 
Ze 


fait diſquieted their hearts with amazements, fears py 
1ght d terrors; vexed them with miſgivings, con- 
ayen ion and anguiſh, and afflicted them with ſtarts, 


nakings and deſpair; that he has diſtracted their 
ills with inconſtancy and changeableneſs, which 
akes them always uneaſy, and put in them a 
ultitude of deſires, that continually perſecute 


vord 
„ an 


It. 


OW; 
78 lem; that he has laid up in their memories the 
JearWimal remembrance of their crimes, which are 
„ti be followed by dreadful puniſhments, and 
'hoMWored them with ſeveral inſtances of the ſeverity. 
ire Þis juſtice, with the threatnings of his word, 


d with grievous thoughts about the end of 
eir lives, and concerning the ſhame, miſery, 
„and torments which await them: that he has 
s Matched their paſſions with diſorder, trouble, diſ- 
off rbance, and reſtleſſneſs, and cauſed them to op- 
auſlhoſe, to torment, and to deſtroy one another; 
td that he has made the members of their bodies 
hen able to a world of accidents, to many inconve- 
5unl iencies, to numbefrleſs diſeaſes, and to grievous 
| rh Wofferings. Theſe are the judgements which ſin 
juf rings upon mankind during this life; and tho? 
ind rcadful, yet they are not comparable to thoſe 
ſub hat are to follow after death. | = 
un. 
Ty 
FO 
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dE CT; VII. well 
5 „ | e y hav 
The horrible and laſting puniſhments which ted, t 

wicked ſhall endure after death, if they diount 
nat repent of their fins in due time. = - 

„ W ghe 
1 ſcripture expreſſeth the puniſhment] 8! 
* 1 which the wicked ſhall then endure afte i ſhall 
Matt. xxv. 41. death, by @ curſe, by an unquenchable fire, by | nderf 
— mt. 12- furnace of fire, by an everlaſting fire, by a wor J eſu: 
— - that dieth not, and by a lake of fire burning witli Who 
Mark ix. 44. Brimſtone. Expreſſions which give us frightfuf; the 
Rev. xix. 20. hints of future puniſhments. The curſe of God lt ve 
denotes his exceedingly great hatred, his dreadful cr 

wrath, and an extreme indignation ; and © a worn of 
that dieth not, an unquenchable, an everlaſting]MW{pair: 


fire, a furnace, and a lake of fire burning with eful 
brimſtone,“ repreſent to us, the continual, the 
exceſſive, the acuteſt, and the perpetual torments 
of hell: and ſo the damned ſhall not only be de- 
prived of God's moſt precious love, the ſource o 
all felicity, the fountain of all good, the ſpring 
of all glory, and the inexhauſtible treaſure of 
riches; be excluded from heaven, the place of an 
infinite and everlaſting bliſs; of an endleſs king Cen 
dom, and of immortal crowns; and the abode both 
of the bleſſed angels, and of the glorified ſouls; and i ents 
| bereaved of all manner of bleſſings, even of the 
leaſt ſhadow of hope ever to enjoy any happineſs: Nan t 
but beſides, both their bodies and ſouls ſhall ſuf- 
ter the moſt exquiſite torments. X. 
The remembrance of what is paſt, the re-call-{Wvel 
ing to mind their odious offences and horrid {Pet 
crimes, the deceitful gaities they have had, the 
falſe goods they have poſſeſſed, the treacherous pon 
pleaſures they have enjoyed, the vain-glory they ern 


have been fed withal, and the chimerical honours Meri 
| they Ml © 


the Yoke of our Lord JesuUs CHRIST. 

y have purſued with the greateſt eagerneſs ; 
well as their recollecting the many bleſſings 
y have abuſed, the great graces they have re- 
ted, the precious promiſes they have made no 
ount of, the exhortations whereof they have 
en no notice, and the threatnings they have 


ite glory, and of the ſupreme felicity the faith- 
ſhall be raiſed to and bleſſed with, and of the 


Jeſus Chriſt, in whom they would not believe, 
d whoſe laws they have depitefully trampled up- 
; the thoughts of their having loſt by their own 
t vaſt riches, unſpeakable pleaſures, immor- 

crowns, and of their being plunged, by rea- 


ſpair, and horrors, will torture them in a moſt 


en, then there will be inſignificant repentings, 


de- Hepings, cryings and bemoanings, as well as a 
 offnentable wringing of hands, a diſmal gnaſhing 
ng teeth, and horrible belching out blaſphemies 
ofMainſt their ſupreme Judge; whilft all the 
an ices of God's dreadful diſpleaſure and venge- 
g-: Nee will be opened upon them; whilſt his in- 
thgaation, more inſupportable than all the tor- 


ents we have any notion of, whilſt his hand, 
2avier than mountains, and his wrath, hotter 
an the moſt violent fire, ſhall fall and ruſh on 
ioſe loſt wretches, and overwhelm them. 


11-Wuel the yoke of ſin is, what a wretched and la- 
zentable condition it will bring men into, even in 
is life, and what a direful reward it will beſtow 
pon them, when they ſhall paſs from time into 
ernity, unleſs the divine mercy and the infinite 
erits of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt do intervene. 


ghed at. Beſides, the conſideration of the in- 


nderful triumph gotten over all their enemies, 


of their wickedneſs, into an abyſs of miſery, 


eful manner, ſink them into the deepeſt ſor- 
7, and bring upon them an inexpreſlible agony: 


« 
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Thus you ſee, how heavy, hard, ungrateful and 
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and of virtue, his glorious image. 


What Jeſus Chriſt, or the new man created 


1 John iv. 19. 


Acts xvii. 26. 


4A DISCOURSE concerning ill the 
But let us leave ſo ſad, ſo melancholy, ſo d 
plorable a ſubject, and conſider another full 
comfort, delight, and ſatisfaction; I mean, t 
bleſſed yoke of our dear Saviour Jeſus Chri 


5 fl 
8, an 
t ſhi 
oittel 
rts V 
d's 1 
actio 


AY "42. 8" "IL 


CERT vi. 


us by him, requires of us. | on 
T OW what does our Lord command u mu | 
To love. Whom? God, the beſt, the mats 
excellent, the wiſeſt, the moſt amicable, and ti, 5 
perfecteſt of all Beings, that has loved us fir, 
whoſe power has created us, whoſe providen fe dl 
does preſerve us, whoſe goodnels is the origin an 
all the bleſſings, and all the comforts we enjofli,. | 
What elſe does he enjoin us? To love. Whol... 
beſides God? Our neighbours, who are branch... 
of the ſame ſtock, and ſtreams of the Ee ſour r fel 
we come from, whoſe nature is the ſame as ouſnts 
for we all have been made of one blood; and 1 lay 
all are indued with a rational ſoul, and the ſan to j, 
image of the divine mind is imparted to us all I na 
common. Does he not require ſomething fully th 
ther? Yes, he will have us love ourſelves, | 
well as to do all that lies in our power to perfe 
our nature, that by him we may be found wo 
thy to be admitted into the moſt glorious, a 
the happieſt of all abodes, the kingdom of hes 
ven, full of everlaſting treaſures, and of endl, , 
honours ; and abounding with pleaſures, that, f. 
from ſurfeiting, grow ſweeter and ſweeter, ſti c 
more pleaſant and delicious, as they are enjoyed] 
des 


where our ſight ſhall be bleſſed with 4 


the Yoke of our Lord IE SVS CHRIST. > 
t, that ſhall never be ſucceeded by any dark- 
8, and our ears with a moſt raviſhing melody, 
t ſhall never be interrupted by complaints 
bitter cries, by groans or lamentations; our 
rts with the unſpeakably delectable ſenſation of 
d's love, our minds with the inexpreſſible ſa- 
action of converſing with his holy angels, and 
ere our whole perſons, both body and ſoul, 
11 be partakers of greater bleſſings than it is 
ible for us to conceive. Now what does the 
y man require? To live ſoberly, righteonfly and Tit. ii. 12. 
%,; to be thankful to our great Creator and 
nefactor, to pay him our molt religious ha- 


2 
ſo ] 
ull 
1, t 


-bri 


du ges, and to obey chearfully his command- 

Far nts: to do as we would that men ſhould do to Lake vi. 31. 
— o render to all their dues, lo be temperate, diſ- Rom. Xiti. 7. 
3 | 


et, and holy. Why does virtue require of us 
ſe things? that we may be happy both in this 
> and in the next. Thus you ſee that what 


10 us Chriſt enjoins us, and what the new man 
} ands of us, come to the ſame thing, i. e. to 
455 dve, and that they have the ſame end, which is 


r felicity: wherefore ſince all the command- 
ents of our bleſſed Lord, and all the precepts 
lays upon us may be reduced to one, which 
to love; it is well worth our while, to examine 
nature of that love, as well as its N 
C mr admirable — it bee 
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be natu ure « of love, ts oft and advantages, 


OVE, or charity, IS. a natural affection, 
which having its origin and ſeat in the heart, 
des unite itſelf ſo cloſely te to it, and grows fo 
power- 


A DISCOURSE concerning 
powerful therein, that it takes poſſeſſion. of Im w 
thoughts and its deſires, and becomes the gre 
| ſpring, and the chief principle of our action 
which conſequently are either ſinful or virtuo 
according as the objects it fixes upon happen 
be: all the other affections having their firſt rilli an. 
and their ſtrength from that root, they grow be 
or good, as they are influenced by it; wherefore 
love takes goodneſs for its object, both its trun 
and its branches have a tendency to that goodneſ 
and ſo God being the ſource of all goodneſs, is t 
true, the proper, the peculiar object of love, i 
foundation thereof, and its true center. Now. as t 
rays which proceed from that center, do act a 
quicken many rational creatures to righteouſne 
and holineſs, we are obliged to eſteem and lo- 
them, becauſe of the excellency which they di 
rive from God: but that love muſt be kindled 
us by the rays that iſſue from the center of th; 
ſupreme goodneſs. Such love as that is prope 
ly what the Scripture calls charity. - 

Now when that charity is in poſſeſſion of © 
hearts, it cheriſhes all virtues, and drives vic 
away. It induces a man to be pious, to ſerve Ge 
faithfully and with chearfulneſs: to prefer hit 
to all his creatures, even to his own 12 It ren 
ders him juſt, upright, ſincere, merciful an 
compaſſionate : it engages him to be of a publi 
generous ſpirit, and to apply himſelf, as much: 
he can, to promote the happineſs of mankind 

It diſpoſes him to diſplay the charms of libera 
lity and bountifulneſs towards them, and to b. 
an afferter and a defender of the truth, and t: 
hope well of his neighbours. It perſuades hi 
to lead a temperate life, to exerciſe his patience 
and to be very modeſt. It cuts off all wicked pati tten 
tiality, as well as al ſelfiſh narrowneſs of pay vert 

. } 3532) ron 


the Note of our Lord JzsUs CHRIST. 


ng | 
of i Wm whence ſpring wrongs, injuſtices, and ſelf- 
of iceitedneſs: it baniſhes from him envy, ma- 
CLIO 


, and revenge; it ſhames glorying and haugh- 


Tuoulsſs ; it ſubdues pride, ambition, and luſt; it 


ben Wquers avarice and ſelf-intereſt; it cools paſſion 5 
ſt ri anger, and it will not ſuffer us to miſcon- 
w blue our nei ighbours actions, and to entertain 
fore ongfully ill opinions of them: thus charity 


truns at the producing all theſe bleſſed effects. 
dneſ at it ſpreads 1 into all virtues, and drives vice 
15 ay, is very plain by the Scripture, which pow- 
„ Fully recommends to us all the virtues above- 
entioned, and exhorts us with all the earneſtneſs | 


th all thy heart, and with all thy ſoul, and with 
thy mind ; and the ſecond like unto it is, Thou Joh 
alt love thy neighbour as thyſelf. That it is the | 2 5 5. 
inciple of obedience : That love, out of a pure heart, 

4 of a good conſcience, and of faith unfeigned, is 

e end of the commandment, i i. e. of the law; 

0 that all the law is fulfilled in one word, even 

this, Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf ; Gal. v; 14. 
bat love is the bond of perfefineſs. And relating Col. iii 14 
s excellent properties, and its averſeneſs from 
ce, the Scripture ſays, Charity ſuffereth long, and 1 Cor. xiii. 4. 
kind; Charity envieth not, Charity vaunteth not 5» 6, 7. 
elf, is not puffed up, doth not bebave itſelf unſeem- 


t anWnble, to conquer the aforeſaid vices. 

uſne Now the holy Scripture tells us, That all the Matt. xx. 37, 
loo and the prophets hang on theſe two command- 38, 39, 40. 
Fl nts, the firſt is, Thou. fbalt love the Lord thy God 

e 


eral, ſoeketh not ber own, is not eafily provoked, 

) bihinketh no evil, rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth 

5 the truth; beareth all things, believeth all unge, 
1 


peth all things, endureth all things. 

Beſides, there are very great advantages that do 
ttend charity: it propitiates for our crimes, it 
verts God's judgements from us, and appeaſes 
is anger againſt our ſins; for St Peter aſſures us, 


"Ol 
That 


30 
1 Pet. i. 8. That charity ſball cover a multitude of fins. It 


T cxlv. 5 and again, They ſhall proſper that love thee : f 
John xiv. 23. thermore, The Lord preſerveth all thoſe that |, 


Prov. viii. Him; and Jeſus Chriſt fays, F any man love. A 

17, 18. my Father will love him; I love them that love m V 

| - Riches and honour, ſays Wiſdom, are with me; yt of 

James i. 12. , durable riches and righteouſneſs : and St James de- ©? 

— ü. 5. clares, that The Lord has promiſed the crown Iheav. 

life and his kingdom, to them that love him, Thie th 

other great advantages of love are theſe: its bn 

ing the ſoul of faith, its inducing us to perfor ur 

| _ God's commandments, and its freeing us fror 

Gal. v. 6. fear; for St Paul tells us, That faith worketh He. 

1 John iv. 18. Lye; and Jeſus Chriſt intimates, that it is Her) 

cauſe of our obeying his precepts; There is uo fer 

in love, ſays St Jobn, perfect love caſtetk out fed it ol 

Moreover, love conquers: the greateſt relu 2%! 

tancies we find in our corrupt nature, for the fol pple. 

ſaking of our vices, and for the weaning our al ® 

fections from this world. It reconciles us to tha d, 

precepts men look upon as hard, even as unprai I 

ticable, and it renders the practice of them, ein 

only tolerable, but alſo eaſy, even pleaſant au *P 

delectable. Love powerfully engages us to ha h. 

an entire confidence in God's moſt gracious an ght 

infinitely wiſe providence, that diſpoſes of d abl 

Rom. viii. 28. events as he thinks fit, and orders them to Far er 

together far our good. It induces us to avoid care ke 

fully all that is contrary to our ſalvation, and i. P 

Matt. v. 48. do our beſt endeavour to be perfect, as our Fathi ble 
which is in heaven is perfect. Love is a ſtron 

cement whereby men-may be well united, an ex - 


cellent obſeryer of right and equity, the bel 
keeper of order and peace, and a powerful induce 


oe Yoke of our Lord Jx sus CHRIST. 
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2 
It Ihe obedience of God's commandments. Love 
gs another admirable property, which is the re- 


mending to God the good we do, though it 


con 
mixed with a great deal of imperfection, and 
engaging him to accept of, and to reward it, 


h eternal happineſs. Thus you ſee, that love 


admitted into heaven, and indure to all eter- 
. When the faithful go out of this world, 
ſt of the other virtues leave them for ever, but 
e, or Charity, attends them into the kingdom 
heaven: I ſay, that moſt of the other virtues 


he nobleſt of all virtues, and therefore it will 


Thie the faithful, when they depart this life; the 
5 bon of it is evident, for being founded either 
for our own miſery, or on the miſery of our neigh» 


rs, they muſt needs ceaſe by death, becauſe 


% Dre will be no miſery in heaven, and the 
ti ery in hell ſhall never ceaſe; and fo all theſe 
peer virtues ſhall be at an end. Now, that 
fed of the other virtues are grounded either up- 
lu our own miſery, or on the miſery of other 
fol ple, is plain; for faith is founded upon our 


t of an heavenly knowledge, hope upon our 
d, repentance upon our ſins, humility upon 


dra imperfections, patience upon our ſufferings, 
 n{WMtinence and ſobriety are remedies againſt car- 
an appetites, and courage againſt fear. Libera- 


ha has for its foundation the indigence of our 
an ghbours; compaſſion, either their griefs, their 
f aAubles, or their afflictions; and forbearance, 


er their failings, or their infirmities, or their 
dare ckedneſs. Love will be in heaven the chief, 
} © perhaps the only law. That excellent, that 


gn for ever in that glorious and eternal king- 
m. Charity never  faileth, ſays St Paul; but 
bether there be prophecies, they ſhall fail, whether 
ere. be tongues, they ſpall ceaſe, whether there be 


know- 


ble, that admirable, that divine virtue, ſhall - 


1 Cor. xiii. 
8, 13. 


4A DISCOURSE concerning 
knowledge, it ſhall vaniſh away. Now ubideth fai 
hope, charity, theſe three, but the greateſt of ii 
ig charity. The pre-eminence of that virtue 61 
the two others, will evidently appear, if what 
Jobn aſſerts in his firſt epiſtle is duly confide 
ed. For he declares, That love is not on of G 


but moreover, that he who loveth not, know 10 
not God; the reaſon of it he ſubjoins; for, ſaffff, ont 
he, God is love: again, He who dwelleth in MIV an 
dwelleth in God, and God in bim. Thus you ſ oußt 
chat by the means of love we know God, and i 65 
poſſeſs him, and he poſſeſſes us. Now by pe 
ſeſſing God we poſſeſs the true and the natuſ lea 
object of love, i. e. the ſource of all goodne ht 
as well as the origin of all righteouſneſs, and t 8 
fountain of all wiſdom ; and by being poſſe}? S'* 
by him, we become virtuous and perfect; whil* CC 


is all that the law of the goſpel requires of u 
Furthermore, the eminency of Love, or Chari 
will be very apparent, if we conſider, that lo 
is the chiefeſt and the nobleſt part of God's ima: 
in us, which faith and hope are not, becauſe ne 
ther of them is found in God; for there is 
Being above him to be the object of his fait! 
and as he is perfectly happy in himſelf he hop 
— o 


T T-AVING thus conſidered Love; the dire 
1 & tor of our thoughts, the promoter of ou 
words, and the foul of our actions, let us no 
ſee which are the proper objects of that power 
ful affection. It is of the greateſt importance fc 


the Ye oke ö of our Lord IE SUS en RIS T. 


being made virtuous, perfect and happy, not 
y to have a true notion of love, but alſo to 
well acquainted with its true objects, and to 
ww how to apply it to them; for as all our 
s, and conſequently our diſſatisfactions, and 


love; ſo our virtues, and by conſequence 
content and our felicity, proceed from an or- 


ought to do, all would be well with us; but 
s we love what we ſhould not love, I mean 
enſible creatures, which are not able to have 


hor of all the bleſſings we enjoy, and the giver 


es corrupt our nature, and which is often our 
n, i. e. mammon, unlawful pleaſures, vain- 


this world; and we love not God, who ſanc- 
es and perfects our nature, who 1s the author 
our ſalvation, and the ſource of all our happi- 
S: we love men for reaſons taken from our 
ruption, but not from the image of the ſu- 
eme goodneſs, which we may ſee in them; 
erefore it was of an abſolute neceſlity, both to 
r temporal and eternal welfare, to have our 


fſed yoke of Jeſus Chriſt does bend that go- 
rning affection towards the moſt excellent, and 
2 nobleſt of all its objects, and towards rational 
atures, proportionably as the image of the ſu- 
me goodneſs is ſeen in them; I ſay, that the 
ke of our Lord does incline our love towards 


good, ſo juſt, ſo wiſe, ſo merciful, in a word, 
perfect, that whenever our unruly paſſions 
aſe raging, and are ſilent ; our heart cannot 

Fm =. refuſe 


gy h iſſue from our diſordinate and un- 


ly and well regulated love: did we but love as 


leaſt affection for us; and we love not as we 
rht God who loved us firſt, and who is the 
a glorious immortality. We love that which 


ry, and the ill cuſtoms and wicked practices 


e take its due and requiſite courſe; now the 
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Eph. ii. 5,6, 7. for, ſays St Paul, God who is rich in mercy, for | 
| great love, wherewith Be loved g, even when | 


John fi. 16. 


Pſalm cxix. 


32 * 25. pk 


fit together in heavenly places in Chriſt Feſus ; 'th 
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4 DISCOURSE concerning 


refuſe him our entire love. It ſets our und: 
ſtandings aright, by engaging us to confider, t 
being the author of our life, and of all our « 
ecllent faculties, as well as, of all the comfon 
and of all the bleſſings we enjoy, he well deſer 
to be preferred to every thing whatfoever. 
induces us to reflect upon the unexpreſſible miſe 
and the dreadful torments we were doomed 
and delivered from, by his unſpeakable chari 
through his beloved Son; as well as upon t 
eternal glory, the inexhauſtible N and t 
everlaſting pleaſures purehaſed unto us x his i 
finite bounty through our bleſſed Lord Jeſu 


were dead in fins, has quickened us, together Wi 
Chriſt, and has raiſed us up together, and made 


in the ages to come, Be might fſhew the exceeding ric. 12 
of his grace in bis kindneſs towards us, thro' 7e 3 
Chriſt : and St Fobn, God ſo loved the world, th 2 
Be gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever Beli he 
eth on him ſhould. not periſh, hut bave everlaſti 44m 
life. Beſides, by that bleſſed yoke, we are dray ey 
into the way of godlineſs which leadeth to a gl his 
rious immortality, and we are made to run | * 
way, and to go in the paths of bis commandnient 5 
whereby we ſerve, we worſhip, and we von 51 
infinite, eternal, and moſt glorious majeſty; tha 
we praiſe, we bleſs, and we  extol his unſpeakat Gy 
love towards mankind, which entitles us to elf. 
glory, and to an happineſs that may be poſſeſſllt ur 
and enjoyed, but cannot be expreſſed nor coi quil 
ceive 
Nov be pleaſed to judge, whether there is t Pr 
Teaft reaſon to ſay, that the yoke of Jeſus Chriſſi can 


4s too hard and too ſevere in that reſpect, an 
Whether, on the — it 18 not very natur 


* A 11 


ble Toke of our Lord JESUS CHR IST. 


d juſt, fitting and expedient, to love entirely 
> ſource of all goodneſs, the author of all the 


fon ontain of all the bleſſings we enjoy in this life, 
well as of the ſupreme felicity we ſhall be par- 
akers of to all eternity; and conſequently to 
ke all tlie care we can to pleaſe him, by a beha- 
jour agreeable to his holy will; to have thoughts 
itable to his children, to ſpeak his praiſe and 
lory, and to act as much as in us lies for his 
rvice. Were our paſſions leſs noiſy, and our 
2aſon better hearkened to, doubtleſs our ſelf- 
dye would powerfully induce us to love with all 
ur heart ſo amiable an object, in whom all per- 

ections are to be found in the higheſt degree, 


ul the righteouſneſs, all the power, all the holi- 
eſs of angels and men, have their ſpring. 


line our love towards rational creatures, propor- 
ionably as the image of the ſupreme goodneſs is 
een in them. Now the rational creatures are ei- 
her angelical or human. As to the firſt, though 
here is no injunction in the goſpel to love them, 
et I ſee no reaſon why we ſhould not love in 
his life, thoſe we ſhall certainly love for ever in 
he next: but as to the others, there is a very 
xpreſs, poſitive, and urgent law in that goſpel 

o love them as ourſelves. I need not repeat 
*. I have already quoted; 1 only obſerve, that 
this evangelical law plainly intimates, that our 
ſelf-love is to be the rule whereby we are to love 
our neighbours, and that therefore, it is very re- 
quiſite to ſhew how we ought to love ourſelves 
according to the precepts of t the holy goſpel ; for 
indeed without putting them in practice, man 
cannot be ſaid to love himſelf as he ſhould do; 
on the contrary it may be truly aſſerted, that he 
D 2 Is 


— 


Imi abe faculties we are endowed with, and the 


nd from whom all the goodneſs, all the wiſdom, 


24h), The yoke of our bleſſed Lord does in- 
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4 DISCOURSE. cuncerning 


is to himſelf the moſt dangerous of his enemie 
and that if he be deprived of a quiet, ſweet, ani 
happy life, expoſed to many fatal accidents, liabl 
to a world of ſorrows, and ſubject to great miſery 
to numberleſs afflictions, and to horrible anguiſh 
es, he muſt lay the fault upon himſelf; for hi 
inordinate and unruly paſſions are the true cauſt 
of the bitterneſs, and of the torments of this life 
From whence come moſt of his diſtempers and dif 
eaſes, ſeveral of his infelicities, and very ofte 
his entire ruin, but from his intemperance and 
debaucheries? What draws upon him a worl 
of troubles, mortifications, griefs, diſgraces, an 
diſappointments, but ambition ? What loads hi 
with ſhame, infamy, reproach and confuſion, but 
Pride? What occaſions him diſcontents, cark 
ing cares, miſtruſts, fuſpicions, and abundance o 
loſſes, but covetouſneſs? Wherefore it was o 
an abſolute neceſſity to give him rules, whereb 
he might love himſelf as he ought to do. Noy 
it is what the holy goſpel has moſt happily per- 
formed: for its precepts engage man to have for 
himſelf the trueſt and the ſineereſt love; where- 
by he is aware of intemperance, which impairs 
his eſtate, ruins his health, ſhortens his life 
confounds and beſots his mind; which lets looſe 
his paſſions, ſpurs him on to diſputes, quarrels 
and murders; induces him to luxury, riot, and 
laſciviouſneſs, and makes him forget what he 
owes to God, to his neighbours, and to himſelf: 
and whereby he cheriſhes ſobriety, which upholds 
his eſtate, preſerves his health, prolongs his days, 
and keeps his mind clear and ſerene, and well 
diſpoſed to perform its noble functions; which 


curbs his paſſions, inclines him to peace, reſtrains 


his concupiſcence, and by which he has a free 
ſcope to think of his duties towards his Maker, 
his brethren and himſelf; whereby man is _ 
— 2 1 | 14 8 ca 
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ne Ns of our Lord Ixsus CnRIST. 37 
d to forſake his vices which eſtrange him from 
and, his heavenly Father, and corrupt his na- 
re, which deface in his ſoul all his glory, I 


ean God's image, and kindle againſt him the 
11hWeadful wrath of his ſupremeJudge: whereby he 
r hij induced to humble himſelf before God, the 
aulWurce of all perfections; to acknowledge his in- 
life mities, his faults and unworthineſs; to own 
diſſhat he is but a poor wretched creature, uncapa- 


e without the divine aſſiſtance of getting out of 
s unexpreſlible miſery; and whereby he is 


orlq g oved to have his recourſe to the infinite merits 
an F his bleſſed Saviour, by whoſe means he may 
hin ſaved. Now, that repentance and humility 
buiie abſolutely neceſſary in order to be made happy, 


an undoubted truth; for, ſays Jeſus Chriſt in 

t Matthew, Except ye be converted, and become às Matt, xviii. 
ole children, ye ſhall not enter into the kingdom of 3» ++ 
aven; and in St Luke, Except ye repent, ye ſhall Luke xiii. 3. 


owl! periſb; again, Every one that ' exalteth himſelf — xviii. 14. 
er- all be abaſed, and be that bumbletb himſelf fhall be 
foriW-2/ted; and St James declares, -That Gad refifteth James iv. 6. 
re · Ne proud, but that be gives grace unto the humble.” 

ur That well-ruled love moves him to wean his 

te geart from this world, which is uncapable to give 


im perfect contentment, and to make him truly 
appy; it moves kim to be faithful to Jeſus Chriſt, 


nd ven though his fidelity to that bleſſed Lord ſhould 
hefWraw upon him a cruel perſecution; and prove 

If is death; becauſe he is the author of a glorious 

ds mmortality, the giver of eternal crowns, and the 

ys, N ource of a ſupreme felicity. Love not the world, 1 John ii. 
ellays St Jobn, neither the things that are in the 5, 16. 


vorld : if any man love the world, the love of the 
atber is not in bim; for all that is in the world, 


be luſt of the fleſb, and the luſt of the eye, and the 
Tr, Pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the 
E 


world, And our bleſſed Saviour, F any may will Matt. xvi. 24, 
EE D 3 cone 75» 26. 
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Rev. ii. 10. 


2 Tim. ii. 
21,12. 


Our ſelf- love, regulated by the injunctions of th 
15 goſpel, preſſes us very much to work out our ſa 


Phil. ii. 12. 
Rom. x11. 9. 
Eph. iv. 1, 2. 
2 Cor. vil. 1. 


Col. iu. 1. 


all filthineſs of the fleſh and ſpirit, perfecting Bol 
meſs in the fear of God; To ſeek thoſe things whit 
are above, where Chrift fitteth on the right hand 


Rom. X11. IO, 
18, 20. 


our ſupreme Judge, and to do our utmoſt endes 
-unſpeakable felicity. 


want of which occaſions a world of diſputes, quar 
.rels, and diſorders, and leaves a full latitude tc 
frauds and injuſtices, to unmercifulneſs and cruel 
ties, to detraction and calumnies. But the hav] 


A DISCOURSE concerning 
come after me, let him deny himſelf, and take'up e to 
croſs and follow me; for 4 will ſave e © 
life ſhall loſe it, and whoſcever will loſe his life NM © 

my ſake ſhall find it. For what is @ man profit char 
i? he ſhall gain the whole world and loſe his off. 
foul? or what ſhall a man give in exchange for | 
ſoul? Again, Be thou faithful unto death, and 
will give thee a crown of life. And St Paul 10 
clares, That if we be dead in bim, we ſhall alſo liier Pe 
with him: if we ſuffer, we ſhall alſo reign with hi 


vation with fear and trembling ; To abbor that whit 
7s evil, and to cleave to that which is good; To wal 
worthy of the vocation wherewith we are called, wil 
all lowlineſs and meekneſs ;, To cleanſe ourſelves fro 


Gd; to make without any delay our peace wit 


vours to pleaſe him, that we may avert from u 
his dreadful judgements, and be e of hi 


Such ought to be our love for our neighbour 
1. e. for all men, even for our enemies. Th 


ing our love regulated by the precepts of thi 
goſpel, powerfully induces us to be kindly affec 


tioned one towards another, To live, if poſſible, a * 
much as lieth in us, peaceably with all men; To feel 0A 
our enemy if he hunger, and to give him ink if va” 
thirſt, and to do all the good we can to our neigbh 
bours. Now as they are compoſed both of a — 


at and of a ſoul, al the: advantages we = 
a 


che Tote of our Lord JESUS CHRIST. 


8 

1% e to procure to them both, may be reduced 
ve o two claſſes; one reſpects the body, and the 
fe er concerns the ſoul. As to the firſt, the law 
2fi1 charity engages us to preſerve, as much as lieth 


us, their healths and their lives, and to con- 
bute to their proſperity ; to help, to protect, 
2% d to defend the. poor; to. viſit, relieve, and 
i mfort the ſick and the afflicted, according to 


r power and abilities. 70 love ſerve one ano- Gal. v. 13. 
iner, ſays St Paul : again, To do good, and to com- Heb. xiii. 16. 


f :{W:7icate, forget not, for with ſuch facrifices God is 
ll pleaſed; and St Fames, Pure religion, and un- james i. 27. 


if rd before God and the Father, is this, To viſit 


waffe atherleſs and widows in their Mictions. Jeſus 
riſt tells us in St Matthew, of the unſpeakable 


Wit | b 

fru ppineſs, and the exceeding great glory that will 
hoi&crue- to'bountiful people. Come, ye bleſſed of my Rom. ii. 6. 
ia atber, will that ſupreme Judge ſay to them, 
ben be renders to every man according to bis deeds, Matt. xxv. 


ys St Paal; Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, inhi- 34» 35 36. 
it the kingdom prepared for you from the founda- 
on of the world. For I was an hungred, and ye 
ave me meat: I was thirſty, and ye gave me drink: 
was a ſtranger, and ye took me in: naked, and ye 
ot bed me: I was fich, and ye vifited me: I was in 


urs 
Then, and ye came unto ne. 
zar As to their ſouls, the law of charity obliges 


s to pray heartily for their ſalvation, to con- 


tc 
el ince them of the deplorable condition ſin has : 
educed them to, and. to reclaim them from their 


Il courſes, by ſound advices, prudent exhorta- 
ions, earneſt entreaties, and timely reproofs. 
Warn them that are unruly, ſays St Pau; and St 1 Theſſ. v. 


a 

zu Vames, Let bim know, that he which converteth a "+ 
„nner from the error of his way, ſhall ſave a ſoul 

3. om death, and foall hide a_multituge of fins. That 


law of charity. engages us. to induce. them to be 


humble, modeſt, and : temperate z to inſtrydt 
I PO, FEEDS 4 „ 


449 4A DISCOURSE concerning 
carefully the ignorant of the indiſpenſible dutieMands « 
of religion; to remove ſcruples and doubts, whidWreecab! 
diſturb poor ſouls, and keep them in ſuſpenceceedi 
between hope and fear; and to ſettle thoſe, who geous 
minds are troubled, in the temper they ſhould bporld, 
in. It urges us to perſuade them to deſpiſe ti er co 
vain glory of this world, and to deteſt its wickeWfſicuti 
cuſtoms, ill practices, and bad principles; to H 
oath its ſinful pleaſures, and to wean their hear eclare 
from its riches ; to have a ſtrict union with theiſier it 
Saviour, to ſerve him faithfully, and to obey wii be 1 
Col. iii. 2. care his commandments ; To ſet their affection ¶ hen 
things above, and to make as ſoon as poſſible thei 

peace with God, in whoſe power is death and lifeWur o 
damnation and ſalvation. Finally, it requires ery n 
us, to excite and to encourage them, not on ut w 
by word of mouth, but likewiſe by good exam 
pls, to perform acts of godlineſs, to do wor he c. 
of charity, and to apply themſelves to the ſanc Hhities 
tification of their ſouls. Theſe are the beſt ſer | 
vices that can be done, and the greateſt advan 
tages that can be procured; for they aim both 
our temporal welfare, and at our eternal felicity 
wherefore we ſhould take all the care poſſible one 
. and apply ourſelves diligently to do ſuch ſervice 
and to procure ſuch advantages to our relations 
friends, and neighbours, „ 


Tat to be under the yoke of Jeſus Chriſt is ou 
pPfreſent, and will be our future happineſs ani 
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TOW. let any man conſider impartially the 
1 N yoke of ſin, and the yoke of Jeſus Chriſt 
and let him declare, whether what his goſpel de 
bi „ mana: 


the Yoke 'of our Lord IE SVS CHRIST. 
ands of us, is not incomparably eaſter, more 
reeable to nature, and pleaſanter, as well as 
ceedingly more ſatisfactory, ſafer, more advan- 
geous, and fuller of - comforts, even in this 
prid, chan what fin requires of us; and whe- 
er conſequently it is not leſs troubleſome and 
fficult to go to Heaven, than to hurry ourſelves 
to Hell. I carry on the thing further; let him 
clare, whether it is not our preſent, and whe- 
er it will not be our future happineſs and glory, 
d be under the yoke of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
hen he has duly conſidered, _ | 
Firſt, That the taking his yoke upon us, i. e. 
ur obſerving his- commandments, contributes 
ery much to the preſerving of our health, with- 
ut which we cannot be happy, had we all the 
iches, all the conveniencies, all the friends, all 
he credit, all the preferments, and all the dig- 
ities, that our hearts could deſire; for the keep- 
ng our Lord's commandments drives away in- 
emperance, which breeds many diſtempers, and 
diſpoſes to ſobriety, which 2 a good con- 
itution, and conduces to the reſtoring of a bad 
one: it bridles and checks our unruly paſſions, 
hich diſorder our bodies, and renders us gentle, 


us a ſweet tranquility, and helps us to keep up 
our health. 


our obedience to his law engages us to put off 
our vices, as idleneſs, ſenſuality and pride, which 
either make us neglect our intereſt, or excite us 
to ſquander away our money; and that it renders 


and to the increaſing of our ſubſtance, as well 


=? 


ild, moderate, and content; which ſettles in 
When he has well conſidered, ſecondly, That 
us diligent, careful, prudent and laborious, and 


brings down upon us bleſſings from heaven, and 
conſequently avails mightily to the preſerving, 


61 ; 
, * 
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Prov. iv. 8, 9. 


A DISCOURSE concerning the 
as to the enjoying of it with contentment au rable 
chearfulneſs. 5 ef in iſgrace 

When he has rightly conſidered, thirdly, Thi hen o 
the obſerving Chriſt's precepts makes us wikM.,;on v 
Now wiſdom, ſays the wiſeſt of kings, ſhall prikewiſe 


mote us, bring us to bonour, give to our head a 


ſt a 
ornament of grace, and deliver to us a crown « = 
glory: That it renders us juſt, upright, hone jxt 1 

good- natured, generous and bountiful, which gain mpat 
us the affection and the eſteem of our neighbours ightfu 
That it helps us to rid ourſelves of our prejudices ays 8 
which draw us into many abſurdities, inconve h fur 
niencies and calamities,. as well as to improved us. 
and to enlighten our underſtandings ; to rulW-;: . 
well. our wills, and to direct their deſires to th nd tb 


ble bliſs, where there will be no darkneſs, but a 


great a height of perfection as our infirmities wil 
permit it. 


glory of God, to the good of our neighbour, 
and to our own advantage; to ſtore our memo. 
ries with comfortable notions, to renew in us the 
image of our Creator, to conform ourſelves ty 
his holineſs; in ſhort, to raiſe our nature to 2 


Finally, when he has ſeriouſly conſidered, That 
by taking the yoke of our bleſſed Jeſus upon us, 
I mean, by ſubmitting ourſelves to his laws, by 
obſerving them carefully, and by following his 
doctrine; we get for the life to come unſpeak. 
able advantages, gain an exceedingly great 
reward, and obtain a moſt glorious kingdom; 
for when our ſouls leave this world, they ſhall 
be admitted into Paradiſe, an abede of unuttera- 


perpetual light; no grief, no affliction, but un- ¶ our 
expreſſible joys and pleaſures; no miſery, but an plea 
exceedingly. great happineſs; no anguiſh, no diſ- 
Hatisfaction, but meffable comforts and content- 


ment; no war, no contention, no ſtruggling, but as t 
.2 laſting peace, a good intelligence, and an ad- as 


mirable 


tbe Nie of our Lord JEsus CHRIS r. 43 
irable concord; no ignominy, no reproach, no - 
iſgrace, but honour, eſteem and glory. And 
hen our bodies riſe again, God will render their 
nion with our ſouls, not only everlaſting, but 
kewiſe the moſt intimate, the pleaſanteſt, the 
oft agreeable, the ſweeteſt, and the 'moſt per- 
ct. He will be pleaſed to keep for ever be- 
ixt them a wonderful liking, and admirable 
mpathy, a lovely correſpondence, and a de- 
ightful harmony. Then we ſhall hunger no more, Rev. vii. 17. 
ays St Fohn, neither thirſt any more, neither ſhall 
he ſun ight on us, nor any heat, for the Lamb ſhall 
ed us, and ſhall lead us unto living fountains of wa- 
ers: And God ſhall wipe all tears from our eyes, — xxi. 4. 
nd there ſhall be no more death; neither ſorrow nor © 
ing; neither - ſhall there be any more pain. On 
he contrary, we ſhall be bleſſed with a perfect 
atisfaction, and a glorious immortality. We 
all be allowed 'to enrich ourſelves here below 
rich the treaſures of his grace, to partake above 
of his eternal glory, to enjoy his ſupreme felicity, 
and to adorn our ſouls with his divine perfections. 
he love of God towards us having no bounds, 
he bleſſings and the favours he will beſtow upon 
s for ever ſhall have no meaſure neither. He 
rill make our bodies as perfect as it is poſſible for 
them to be, render them purer and brighter than 
the ſun, bleſs our eyes with the moſt deſirable 
ſight of our glorious redeemer, with an eternal, 
moſt pure, and exceedingly delightful light iſſu- 
ing out of that wonderful ſun of righteouſneſs. ; 
our ears with a moſt raviſhing melody, and all 
our other ſenſes with all the delight, and alb the 
pleaſure they are capable of. As to our ſouls, 
God will make them by degrees as pure, as holy, 
as glorious, as knowing, as powerful, as happy, 
as the archangels and the cherubims are; render us 
as like himſelf, as che finite can be like the infi- 
| | £ nite, 
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Matt. iii. 2. 
— V. 6 

1 Cor. ji. 9. 
Col. iii. 2. 
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their affections, and adorn their memories ved, w. 
moſt glorious notions: in ſhort, God's power i 
bountifulneſs will never ceaſe operating in Klares, 


as happy as limited beings can be. 


| OljeSions made againſt the eafineſs or gent lene 


1 yoke of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is not or 


tò our ſtate, and moſt honourable, bur alſo aim 


of our own perſons, and at the ſecuring of ou 
own ſubſtance, as well as at the quieting our con 


ments mentioned concerning the three objects o 


james iv. 10. as to humble ourſebves, to be patient in tribulation, 
1 Pet. v. 6. #0 repent, to love our enemies, &c. to believe thing 
Kom. xii. 12. ich eye bas not ſeen, nor ear beard, neither hav 
entered into the heart of man; and to ſet-our affec 


A DISCOURSE cmcerning Wlthe Vo 


mite, communicate to them as much of his l poſitiv 


fections, as their nature can permit; enligh lation 


their underſtandings, perfect their wills, ſand 


behalf, till they have raiſed us to the higheſt piu batb, 
of perfection our nature can reach, and made 


3 . ** 2 2 - in wY ts Pea 3 


* * — —_ * 5 * 15 


. 


62 * 


F our Lord's yoke; and the anſwers, 


T muſt then be acknowledged, that the bleſſ 
eaſy, agreeable to our reaſon, very juſt, fitting 


ing at the general good of mankind, tending t 
the public and to the particular peace and tran vant: 
quility of our neighbours, exceedingly advantage f, if 
ous to every body, and driving both at the ſafet; 


ſciences, and at the making us happy to all eter- 
nity. It may be ſaid, that indeed the command 


dur charity, are very reaſonable and not difficult 
to perform, but that there are ſeveral others ver) 
auſtere, rigorous, hard, painful and burdenſome; 


tions on them, and not on things on the-tarth. It 


— 


the Neef our Lind ſeets enn nr. 


mulation enter into the kingdom of God. Jeſus 
riſt ſhews plainly, that it is very difficult to be 


hath, and bateth not his father and mother, and 
e, and children, and. brethren, and bers, yea, 
his own life, cannot be bis diſciple; and when 
bids us, Deny ourſelves, and take up bis croſs, 
d follow-him-;- and when he requires of us, To , 
e our lives for his ſake. I confeſs that theſe ? 
ings, which the goſpel abſolutely demands of 
, ſeem, at the firſt ſight, very hard and unrea- 
nable, moſt grievous,” even impracticable; but 
hen they are duly weighed, they do not appear 
at all; on the contrary, they are found to be 
ry juſt, exceedingly profitable, moſt proſper+ 
s, and very feaſible; which I ape to be able 
prove evidently. 
Firſt, The goſpel exacts, that we thould. bs, 
mble; now this, far from being hard, is very 
lvantageous, as my reader will be ſenſible, 
f, if he conſiders, firſt, that humility is a vir- 
e, whereby we may become great, and perfect 
r nature; a virtue which is the ready way to 
tain honour and glory, one of the propereſt 
eans to render ourſelves acceptable to God, and 
admirable expedient to get both the eſteem, 
nd the love of good people: a virtue which 
akes us apt to take good advice, eaſy to be en- 
eated, and fit to deal withal; a virtue which 
repares thoſe that are endued with i it, to receive 
rom God, with a becoming reſignation, any 
vent which his providence ſhall think fit to per- 
nit, which keeps them within their own ſphere, 
nd ſecures a favourable condeſcenſion towards 


heir inferiors, a FR” regard for their _ 
an 


poſitively, ſaid in the As, That we muſt thre. AQs xiv, 22; 


ed, when he ſays, Strait is the gate, and nar- Matt. vii. 14. 
2 is the way, which leadeth unto life ; when he Luke xiv. 33s 
lares, That whoſoever does not 2 all that 


2 xvi. 243 


indignation and the judgement of God; V 


James iv. 6. 
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A DISCOURSE romcerniny 
and a. due ſubmiſſion to their ſuperiors ; a 
tue which is an exact obſerver of peace, a pu 
tual preſerver of order, and a ſtrict keeper 
unity. If we conſider, ſecondly, That pi 
renders men fretful, peeviſh and captious, n 
in their judgements, and ſevere in their cenſy 
as well as apt to be proyoked, extremely jealy 
of being lighted, conceited of themſelves, x 
always diſcontented with the diſpenſations 
. God's providence, which diſquiets their min 
| diſturbs their peace, and grieves their hearts, x 
which brings upon them, not only the conten 
and the hatred of every body, but likewiſe 


heir o 
elves. 
Thi 


ſays St. James, reſiſts the proud, by aſſerting age igion 
them his glory, by maintaining the right of th S 
neighbaurs, and by letting them know to thy ies Al 


caſt, how vain and perillous an attempt it is, 
take too much upon themſelves, to derogate fra 
his honour, ahd to deprive their fellow creatuy 
of the regard due te hm. 

Secondly, The goſpel requires of us to be x 
tient, which far from being hard, is very reaſq 
able, and ſuits well our condition; for patien 
arms us againſt the miſchiefs which frequent 
break in upon us, and helps us to overcome then 

It fortifies and ſupports us in our afflictions, whi 
are the remedies God often makes uſe of fort 
curing. of the foul, and no leſs neceſſary to i 
welfare, than phyſic is for the health of the bod; 
It prepares us to receive injuries without pertur 
bation : it reſtrains anger and precipitation, com 
monly attended with many inconveniencies, an 
ſometimes with great calamities : and when ſo 
adverſity has overtaken us, that virtue enables u 
to bear it with evenneſs of mind, and perſuad: 
us to ſubmit ourſelyes entirely to the appoint 
ments of God's providence, which proves a ve 
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' the Toke of our Lord Jesus CHRIST. 47 
eat advantage to us; for God whoſe goodneſs 
infinite, orders things fo, That our light afflic- 2 Cor. iv. 17. 
on, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a 
pr more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; a | 
lory with which the ſufferings of this preſent time, Rom. viii. 18. 
re not worthy to be compared. But impatience, 
xr from doing good, does a great deal of harm, 
ar from healing, exaſperates; far from driving 
way evils, brings them in; far from alleviating, 
ur ſorrows, aggravates them; beſides, impa- 
ence is exceedingly unbecoming thoſe, who by 
heir own fault, have brought mifery upon them- 

- \ | 3 

Thirdly, Repentance, which the Chriſtian Re- 
gion abſolutely requires, gives a great deal of 
rouble and pains, is attended with many difficul- 
ies and hardſhips, cauſes much ſorrow and an- 
ety, and excites ſeveral conflicts and ſtrugglings. 

ts reformations of our lives are extremely un- 
pleafant, and its demands are very grievous. It 

equires of us to have a watchful eye over our 
actions, and eſpecially over our failings, and to 

deep under our unruly paſſions with all the care 
poſſible, to leave off our vices, to renounce the 

vorld with all its vanities and wicked cuftoms, 
and to reſiſt manfully the temptations of the devil; 
to adorn our ſouls with Chriſtian virtues, and to 
put them diligently in practice. It changes our 
oy into ſadneſs, our laughter into weeping, our 
pleaſures into vexations, our merriments into 
mournings, our ſatisfaction into diſcontent, It 
make us to grieve and groan, and bewail, for 

having done what we took a great delight in do- 

ing. It engages us to frame deſigns againſt our 

darling paſſions, to deny their deſires, to check 
and mortify them. It moves us to abhor, and 

to deteſt what we exceedingly loved, I mean, the 
gratifying of our vicious inclinations, and _ - 
>” 3 
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light in and cheriſh that which we carefully avoid nich i; 
ed, i. e. the ſanctification of our ſoul: but Miup ist 
muſt ſeriouſly conſider, that repentance is a conWraved- 
dition, without which there is no hope of ſal v: renou 
tion, and fo let that condition be never ſo hatu Ius life: 
we muſt either ſubmit, or quit our pretenſion nd diſc 
to heaven, and reſolve to be miſerable. Repen Ihe ſtin 


tance muſt, either make up the breach which (lhe fear 
has made in our ſoul, or that poor ſoul ſhall u. Nut of 
avoidably periſh. Now I leave to your ſelf. inte. Ml cou 
reſt to decide which is to be preferred, either ti ade c 
repent, or to loſe heaven, and bring upon unto th 
damnation. I do not doubt but that ſelf-intereſt, Mhe ab 
if it were conſulted, - would powerfully. induce un to 
to accept with joy that condition, and to performWnce b 
with care what repentance demands of us; eſpe · Io all t 
cially if we do conſider, that it is very different mear 
Mark ix. 46. from impenitence, which leaves behind it à worn ng jo) 
that dieth not, and bitter griefs, troubles, diſor- Luke, 


der, diſquiet and anguiſh, gnawing reproaches, 

| picrcing remorſes, and a dreadful expectation; 

or on the contrary, repentance leaves in our ſoul, 

when it quits our body, unſpeakable comforts, the 

aſſurance of God's pardon, vaſt hopes, an unex- 

preſſible content, a great peace and tranquility, a 

Joy and pleaſure, that may be felt but not utter - ble 

1 Kings xix. ed. After the ſtrong wind that rent the mountains, In m: 

Il, 12. and brake in pieces the racks; after the earthquake Ito the 
and the fire, comes from God @ ftill ſmall voice, 

which aſſures us, that an eternity full of glory and 

happineſs awaits us in heaven. But after all, where 
is the hardſhip in forſaking a bad life, which we 
_ muſt have found by experience to carry about it 
much pain, ſorrow, ſhame, and terrible ſtings; 
and which has nothing to endear itſelf to us, but 

a ſeeming ſweetneſs, which is at laſt turned into 

gall, and ſome deceitful pleaſures, which are 

changed into bitter griefs, and ſome falſe glory, 
* | WIic 
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hich is transformed into infamy? What hard- 
ip is there in being obliged to ſet right our de- 
raved affections; and our deluded judgements, 
> renounce a ſenſual, extravagant, and miſchiev- 
us life; and to demean ourſelves with prudence 
d diſeretion? Is it a hardſhip to be freed from 


e fear of everlaſting torments ; to be recovered 
ut of the ſnare of the devil, reclaimed from our 
courſes, which drive us into perdition; to be 
nade capable of the mercy of God, and brought 
nto the way of — which leads into 


on to complain of the hardſhips of repentance, 
rmWaoce by it we have what is much to be preferred 


he abode of an eternal bliſs? Is there any rea- 


e ſtings of conſcience, the ſmart of guilt, and 2 Tim, ii. 26. 


* . wv 
2 » £4 


pe · No all the content, and all the glory of this world, 

ent mean, the honour: and the fatis faction of cauſ- 

rng joy in heaven; for Jeſus Chriſt tells us in St 

or- te, that there ſhall be. joy in heaven in the pre- Luke xv. 7. 
es, {ence of the angels of God over one ſinner that re- 

n ;{Wenteth, more than over ninety and nine juſt perſons, 


lich need no repentance. ' I leave it to the judge- 
the nent of any reaſonable man, whether it is not in- 
x-Fomparably more honourable, infinitely more ſa- 
, a istactory, and ten thouſand times more agree- 
ble to our ſelf-intereſt, to create joy in heaven, 
n making, by a ſincere repentance, an addition 
o the number of the bleſſed, than by continuing 


re {Meeking whom be may devour. - N 
ve Fourthly, The "Chriſtian Religion nenn 


5 ; do good to them that bate us, and to pray for them 
ut obich deſpitefully uſe us and perſecute us. Now this 
to Precept of cheriſhing them that hate us, of wiſh-- 


re Ing and doing good to them that imprecate us, 
f and contrive our ruin, of beſeeching God to par- 


ch E — nn 


n our impenitency, to 1 joy in hell, and be- 
ome @ prey to the roaring lion, which walk about 1 Pet. v. 8. 


it is, To love our enemies, to bleſs them that curſe us, Matt. v. 44. 


v 2 ih — 2 


A DISCOURSE concerning the 
don them that abuſe, wrong, and torment oublet 
- and to give them his grace: this precept, I fn their 
ſeems to be very hard, and extremely difficul we re 
if not impracticable. 1 own the performance ( Neaſurc 

it is not without difficulties and obſtacles, thiW-omfor' 
the burden muſt be heavy and grievous to th ind up 
fleſh, and that nature is apt to kick againſt th plexity, 
ſpur, to revolt againſt injuries, and that it Heins to 
need of ſome very powerful motives to reſtra nfſions 
thoſe reſentments, which ill uſage ſtirs in ound up 
breaſts ; but after all, if we duly conſider, thy orders 
it is an honourable imitation of the perfecteſt ¶Meſs: 
all Beings, Vbo makes bis fun to riſe on the wil. tha 
and on the good, and ſends rain on the juſt, and if we 
_ the unjuſt: if we rightly ponder what his bleſſi either 
Son has done. in our behalf, what glory, wha rary, 
happineſs he left, what contempt and injuri v antag 
he bore, what miſery he has undergone, wha Pift 
ignominy and reproach he has been expoſed ty hings, 
what agony he has been in, and what torment eit her 
what death he has ſuffered for us his enemies; il;; our 
we take notice of his interceeding for thoſe Harth. 
daily offend him, and of his frag aſſiſting Wyhar + 
and ſaving them: if we obſerve, that to retunfWoreea 
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fs Kindneſs for ill treatment, right for wrong, meekWeaking 
"a neſs for ſeverity, mildneſs for inhumanity,-indulMWychem 
WW gence for. oppreſſion z. that to pay a regard falledin 
i diſeſteem, reſpect for ſcorn, and. conſtrue favou ing ci 

ably the actions of thoſe who make it their bul anno: 


neſs to blemiſh our reputation, is a noble conquel 
over our paſſions, and. ſhews a great deal of gene: 
rofity, an excellent good temper, and an admirabl 
magnanimity: if we mark, that often enemies 
are brought to themſelves, prevailed upon to alte 

their deportment, and engaged to relent by lenity, 
good - nature, charity and gentleneſs; but on tht 
contrary, that they are frequently more and mon 

| incenſe. and Ns: and conſequently 1 en 
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the Yoke of our Lord IE sus CAR IST. 
oubleſome and vexatious, when we requite them 
n their own way, and return them evil for evil : 
f we reflect upon the ſolid ſatis faction and laſting 
© leaſure which forgiveneſs affords, upon the eaſe, 


ind upon the diſturbance, the confuſion, the per- 
plexity, the diſquiet of thoſe who let looſe the 
eins to hatred and revenge, upon the tumultuous 


and upon the unexpreſſible inconveniencies, diſ- 
orders and calamities that follow uncharitable- 


ye ſhall find that the difficulties are not ſo great 
as we thought, and that this commandment is 
either too hard nor unreaſonable, but on the con- 
A rary, that it is feaſible, very juſt, and moſt ad- 
antageous. 9 

Fifthly, Religion requires of us to believe 
hings, which eye hath not ſeen, nor ear beard, 
either have entered into the heart of man, and to 
et our affections on them, and not on things on the 
Mertb. Now where is the difficulty in believing 
hat truth itſelf has told us, and what is ve 

ung greeable to reaſon? Where is the hardſhip in 
aking pains, in applying ourſelves, in deſiring 
ently to ot neu goods, unſpeakable 
bleſſings, vaſt riches, a ſupreme felicity, everlaſt- 


badow of turning, has faithfully promiſed us, and 
of which he has been pleaſed to give us in the 
new covenant, the ſtrongeſt aſſurances,” as well 


Does religion demand any thing more difficult 


that ambition, luſt and covetouſneſs put upon vs, 
Bt leaſt, as hard taſks as religion does? Do they 


ot make us to undergo excceding great cares, 
| 2 | to 


omfort, and tranquility, which attends charity, 


rations they are agitated with and tortured by, 


eſs: if we ſeriouſly conſider all theſe things, 


"Ws the moſt certain pledges in the Lord's Supper? 


han that which ſin exacts? Can it be denied but 


ng crowns, and an eternal life, which God, that Tit. i. 2. 
annot lie, and with whom is no variableneſs, neither James 1. 17. 
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poſe ourſelves to the greateſt dangers, and ver 


they not induce us to depend upon this world, u 
believe the performance of its promiſes, and 9 


it is then very reaſonable, to believe the thing 
which God has promiſed us, and to ſet our ak 


the world, or to give ourſelves to its allurements 


4 DISCOURSE concerning 
to be at vaſt trouble, to labour under extre 
difficulries, to ſtrive as much as we can, to ex 


often to loſe our lives? And for what? Ala wut gre 
for a vain glory, for tranſitory pleaſures, for deWhat ab. 
ceitful riches, and ſometimes for goods entirely 
unknown to us; the certainty of which mw 
have all the reaſon in the world to queſtion. D. 


here 2 
ſome t 
in ord 
few 
as mu. 
trifles, 
fleetin, 
rather 
to me 
ſufferi 
partal 
far fr 


act accordingly, though it has frequently diſap 
pointed and deceived us? Far from being har, 


fections on them; but not at all, either to truf 


J add, that there are very great advantages, eve 
in this life, in believing what the goſpel require 
we ſhould believe; for Chriſtian faith is a Power 
ful aſſiſtance to drive away from our breaſts ver 
troubleſome gueſts, I mean revenge, calumm;. 
injuſtice and covetouſneſs, to keep under concy 


piſcence, to ſhame pride, and to reſtrain ambi rathe! 
tion, which are attended with a world of mi julne! 
chiefs. It engages us to be ſincere, upright an it bri 
bountiful, to perform our duties, to do worth waic] 
actions, and to perfect our nature, which is a not 
unexpreſſible ſatisfaction, and a laſting pleaſurſ i theſe 
to us; beſides, it ſupports and comforts us 1 17 
our afflictions, it removes our fears, and helps 1 the f 
to live quietly and contentedly. But it is qui moſt 
© otherwiſe with a worldly belief, for that breeds i chen 
the vices juſt now mentioned, and fo debaſes and prea 
corrupts our nature; moreover, it is followed f 2 We 
a multitude of diſappointments, troubles,” feaſſ Wer! 
and diſſatisfactions: a conſtant experience provi 2 
What I ef cuti 


10 Sixthl 


the Yoke of our Lord IE SuS CHRIS r. 
Sixthly, It is poſitively ſaid in the Acts, That 
ye muſt through tribulation enter into the kingdom of 
d. I own, that the way to heaven is not with- 
ut great difficulties, for we muſt as we go to 
hat abode of bliſs, ſtruggle againſt the. fleſh, 
hich will put us out of ir, contend with the 
world, which preſſes us to ſubmit to its ill cour- 
es, A and ſtrive againſt the devil, who does all he 
an to bring us into the way of perdition : but is 
here any reaſon for us to complain of being o- 
bliged to meet with ſome impediments, to be at 
ſome trouble, and to overcome ſome hard ſhips, 
in order to enjoy perfect happineſs, not only for 
few years, but for ever and ever; ſince we, do 
as much, and a great deal. more, for momentary 
trifles, ſlippery Mammon, tranſient baubles, and 
fleeting days? Far from complaining, we ſhould 
rather "praiſe and bleſs God, when he thinks fir 
to make us partakers, for a little while, of the 


partakers of his unſpeakable glory and happineſs: 
far from repining at our tribulation, we ſhould 
rather rejoice at it, for by brightning our faith- 
tulneſs to. God,. and 'our reſignation 1 to his will, 
it brightens, at the ſame time, the eternal crown 
waich is prepared for us in heaven: but we need 


theſe. words, 
1/t, Becauſe. they were 8 ſpoken to 
the firſt Chriſtians, ſurrounded by heathens, who 


u moſt cruelly perſecuted them, in order to bring 


them back to their former idolatry which, they 


preached againſt with a great deal of force and 


a wonderful ſucceſs; and which conſequently they 
were driving away, to their inexpreſſible grief. 
2b, Becauſe for one elect, that ſuffers perſe- 
8 now-a-days, there are a hundred free from 
There bas always been a world of men, that 


* Ro 


ſufferings of his beloved Son, that we may be 


not be much concerned at the conſideration of 


A DISCOURSE benden W 2 
in leaving this world, are gone very peaceably ini; peſt 
the abode of bliſs. 1 W — th 

3dly, Becauſe ſuffering perſecution for Jeſu $508 
Chriſt's ſake, is a peculiar favour, followed by a Ei ” 
extraordinary degree of glory, and a fingul; voi 4 
meaſure of happineſs, which God grants but i "of $8 
a few of the elect. FF ry % 
Seventhly, Jeſus Chriſt ſhews 'that it is venſſſ®" £1 
difficult to be ſaved, when he ſays, that ſtrait i de t. 
the gate, and narrow is the way which leadeth unf and 
life; but, that wide is the gate, and broad is th # tt 
way that leadeth to defirufFion. Now why it ſhoull 508 | 
be concluded from hence, that the way to heavaii - 1: 
is very rough, uneven, craggy, ſteep, diſagree. dean 
able, and very difficult; and that, on the con confi 
trary, the way to hell is eaſy, ſmooth and ple is a 
fant, I cannot well comprehend ; for may they pract 
not as well and better ſignity, that the way. to pe 
heaven is leſs known, and by fewer reſorted toil of 80 
than the way to hell, more ſuitable to our corrupt Lord 
nature. But after all, let us ſuppoſe, that in or ; , 
der to come to the poſſeſſion of an immortal glo- and 
ry, and to the enjoyment of our ſupreme good i nu 
we are forced for ſome time to expoſe ourſelve will 


to many inconveniencies, to very great ſtraits, ma 
and to abundance of difficulties ; to bear the great: ¶ he 


eſt ſtorms which the malice of our enemies can 18 
raiſe, to croſs the moſt frightful foreſts, to climb * 
che moſt rugged hills which their rage can drive u eſt 

to, and to travel over mountains as ſteep and a evt 
full of precipices as they can find; and that, on ſni 


the contrary, the way to perdition, and to great qu 
and full of delights. I aſk, which of theſe two i 
ways is to be preferred? I dare anſwer, Tha ll fr 


there is no man of any ſenſe and reaſon, but would 2 
rather chooſe to go to a place full of bleſſings, of 

lawful: pleaſures, and innocent diverſions, in 
BS. e tempeſt- 


the Yoke of our Tord Jxsus CuRIsT. 


empeſtuous weather, and through a rugged way, 
than to a place full of miſery, trouble, pain and' 
anguiſh, in a clear fun-ſhiny day, and through a 
N d 
Eighthly, Jeſus Chriſt, the Author of our Re- 
lgion, requires of us to forſake all that we have, 
and to hate our fathers and mothers, and wives, 
and children, and brethren, and ſiſters, to deny 
ourſelves, to take up his croſs and to follow him, 
even to loſe our lives for his ſake. There lies the 
grand objection, but my reader will be convinc- 
ed, that theſe commandments, far from being 
hard, too ſevere, and unjuſt, offenſive and pre- 
judicial to our welfare; are, on the contrary, kind, 
reaſonable, and very ad vantageous; if we do bur 
conſider, without prejudice or partiality, that it 


practice that has univerſally obtained in all na- 
tions, to part with a ſmall advantage, in proſpect 
of getting a much greater one: now our bleſſed 
Lord demands of us, To for/ake all that we have, 
4. e. to leave by choice the poor conveniencies, 
and the ſorry advantages of this life, which 'we 
muſt otherwiſe part with by conſtraint, But why 
will he have us forſake theſe baubles? That we 
may be partakers of the unſpeakable felicity of 
heaven, get eternal crowns, and poſſeſs inexhauſ- 
tible treaſures. He expects that we ſhall hate, 
i. e. love leſs than him, our parents, and our near- 


: eſt relations, and that we ſhall go from them, and 
„ven break the ſtrongeſt ties of kindred and friend- 
e ſhip, whenever his ſervice and his glory re- 


quire it; That we ſhall deny ourſetves, i, e. rengunce 
Hur carnal mind, which is contrary to his holy 
will, keep our ſelf- love from favouùring our de- 
Gres, which are repugnant to his commandments, 
curb our unruly paſſions, neglect our greateſt con- 
Erh for the god of his roigian, and hinder the 


4 8 


is a maxim received all over the world, and a 
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4. DISCOURSE. concerning 
love of eaſe from ſparing. ourſelves, | when his 
goſpel demands our labours. He expects that 
we ſhall bear willingly the greateſt hardſhips, ex- 
poſe ourſelves to the moſt imminent/ dangers, 
ſtand our the violence of the ſharpeſt perſecutions, 
and even ſuffer a cruel death for his ſake. But 
why does he expect ſuch thing? 
I, Becauſe he is the author of our being, the 
giver of all our faculties, the diſpoſer of all the 
advantages we are poſſeſſed of, the fountain of al 
the bleſſings we enjoy, the origin of all the vir. 
tues we are endowed with; for in bim, ſays St 
Col. ii. 3. Paul, are hid all the treaſures of wiſdom and know- 
Zedge. He is the preſerver of our life, the cleanſer 
of our heart, the Saviour of our ſou}, the van- 
quiſher of our implacable enemies, the pacifier of 
God's dreadful juſtice, the powerful interceſſor 
that obtains the pardon of our fins, and the aſſiſt- 
ance of the holy Spirit; by whom our faith is 
ſtrengthened, our charity increaſed, and our 
ſanctification wrought... Beſides, he is our king, 
| our governor, our head, our brother; and we 
Eph. v. 30. are members of. bis body, of his fleſh,” and. of bis 
| Bones; he ſupports us in all dangers, . and he car- 
ries us through all temptationns 
_ . 2dly, Becauſe the love of our parents, of our 
neareſt relations, and of our beſt friends, is infi- 
nitely below the love of Jeſus Chriſt, who hav- 
ing. loyed us firſt, is come down from heaven in 
great humility, and has taken our nature with all aflic 
its innocent infirmities, that he might teach us Il lineſ 
the. myſteries of our falvation, and offer himſelf I we 
up in ſacrifice, in order to deliver us from an MW mol 
everlaſting. miſery, and to purchaſe unto us the fuln 
right to a glorious. immortality. 'Now which of our 
dur kindred and friends would make himſelf poor life 
to make us rich, bear the greateſt affronts, and loſe 
ſuffer all manner of injuries, to procure us much bat 
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honour and glory, humble bimſelf, and become obeꝰ Phil. ii. 8. 
dient unto death, even the death of the croſs, to raiſe 
and pon our nature, and to make us live hap- 
pily? Which of them would expoſe himſelf to 
the dreadful wrath-of God, to ſheſter us from it? 
None, none would do ſuch things for us; where- 
fore we muſt love them all leſs than our dear 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, otherwiſe we cannot be his | 
diſciples, nor partake of his glory. i | 
3dly, Becauſe he is the ſupreme Jada of che 1 
world, in whoſe power are the keys of bell and death, Rev. i. 18. 
as likewiſe, the keys of heaven, and of eternal life: 
who needs but ſay the word, and we ſhall be ei- 
ther plunged into an endleſs miſery; or made Par- 
takers of a moſt happy and glorious eternity: it 
may be added, that being infinitely above all, in 
r WW dignity, in power, and in goodneſs; if he be not 
preferred to all, a moſt grievous affront is put u 
on him, which he will reſent in a moſt dreadful 
x manner, 
| 4thly, Becauſe whenever he requires of us to 
- WE Gacrifice our lives, and we acquieſce to his will, 
be gives us inſtead of a frail, ſhort; uneaſy and 
mortal life, ſubject to a world of infirmities, lia- 
ble to all manner of evils, full of guilt and cor- 
ruption, of fears and perplexities; he gives us, I 
ſay, inſtead of 'it, a permanent, eaſy, uncorrup- 
tible and everlaſting life, free from all vices, and 
conſequently from all miſery, ſorrow, pain and 
afflition ; on the contrary, full of purity and ho- 
lineſs of pleaſures, joy and content: wherefore 
we are not to wonder, if the martyrs ran to the 
moſt barbarous deaths with hearts full of chear- 
fulneſs; for being convinced of the fulfilling of 
our bleſſed Lord's promiſes, That be «who loſes bis Matt. x. 30. 
life for his ſake, ſhall find it; That whoſoever ſhall Luke vii. 33. 
loſe his life, ſhall preſerve it; and, That he who John xii. 25. 
Om "ou life "in this world, Jl heep it unto life 
| eternal ; 


9 F : 
l 42h 
4 | 


4? 


* —— = - 
= 2 : : 3 * — I _ 
= —— J a = oF + LY — 2 how” 
5 od e = 7 _ VE — — — þ ———— he - G 
* — | — 2 $5: I A — — > W * — — = —" > — — ä 
£ b * = 1 r — — 4 — — . — —— = — — 2 — 5 
— - #. — — — — — = — — ——_—— ph peut tn.” ———— — — — — - DS nn - — - bow - 
12 * — — — — Y W ws ; a 2 
— — — Tong - ma —— — — —— —— — — ann - — ” 
2 Ä ĩů —˖C§—è;²ð5—.ñ ———— — 5 E ² . ur ag worry i" 8 n r ee — = — ” - 
0 
- 


— * fo — — = . 
—— — — — „ r 


— 


ance of theſe promi 


Acts i. 3. 


A DISCOURSE, concerning 


eternal 5 being, 1 . gs of the perform. 

es, What could they do more 
advantageous to themſelves, than to part with 2 
wretched and very ſhort life, for a moſt glorious 
and eternal one. A ſelf. unprejudiced love, that 
has ge in ſight into things which pertain to the king 
dom of God, into the glory and happineſs of thoſe 


that are faithful to Jeſus Chriſt to their life's end; 


will powerfully induce us to imitate the martyr; 
whenever our iy ty requires that we ſhould 
ſuffer and die. If we did but leave off our pre. 
judices, and liſten to reaſon, and conſult our fel 
intereſt, we ſhould find, that it is infinitely bet- 
ter and more prudent, to facrifice the remainder 


of a cloudy and very ſhort life, full of ſorrows, 
continually expoſed to the moſt grievous acci- 


dents, and that decays ſenſibly, for the glory and 


4 


the ſervice of our bleſſed Lord, in whoſe power 


it is, after our bodies have been reduced to duſt, 


to make them partakers of a glorious reſurrection, 


and wirhal, to raiſe our ſouls to the higheſt per- 


fection their nature is capable of, and to bleſs us 
with an eternity. of happineſs; we ſhould find, 
chat it is infinitely better and more prudent to 
ſacrifice the remainder of. ſuch a life, = 


an to. take 


up with a bare poſlibility of prolonging it, which 
every moment may prove its end; at the hazard 


of loſing his moſt valuable favour, and of incur- 


ring his dreadful indignation; at the riſque of 


bringing upon us unexpreſſible and irrecoverable 


miſchiefs, at the expence of the everlaſting wel- 


fare of our precious ſouls, of the inexhauſtible 


treaſures of heaven, and of an eternity of joy, 


Job v. 7. 


pleaſure and glory. | : bg i 
I add to theſe reaſons, which, I think, power- 
fully induce us to ſubmit to the yoke of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, this, That man being born to trouble, 


ſays Job, as the ſparks fly upward; the queſtion 
5 - 1 
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proaches, and the ſtings of our conſciences, we 


we will die in our vices, and ſo be miſerable in 


10 r of ai. Lind Jr Cunt, 58 
is not, whether we will ſuffer or no, (for ſuffer IT 
we muſt, let our circumftances'be what they will) 


bur; whether we had rather endure miſery, pain, 


grief and affliction in the cauſe of ſin, and in the 
ſervice of our inordinate paſſions, than in the 
cauſe of righteouſneſs, and in the ſervice of our 
blefſed Lord; and ſo, whether we will become 
the ſlaves of vice, which will rack us in this 
world, and torment us in the next; or whether 


we chooſe to be the ſervants of Jeſus Chriſt, f 


whoſe infinite goodneſs will aſſiſt, comfort, and 
bleſs us in this life, and make us partakers of a 
moſt happy and glorious eternity in the life to 
come: whether in ſpite of the checks, the re- 


will gratify our luſt, our avarice, our pride and 
ambition; or whether in order to have a con- 
tented mind, we will rather chuſe to be at the 
trouble of mortifying our fleſh, and of reſtrain- 
ing our evil inclinations : Whether we will pre- 
fer to the working out the ſalvation of our im- 
mortal ſouls, the pampering of our wretched 
bodies, which are to day acting upon the ſurface 
of the earth, and perhaps to morrow they ſhall 
be only fit to be id wi within it; finally, whether 


the next world; or end our life in the grace of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and ſo be admitted into | 
heaven, the abode of an eternal bliſs. e 
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bleſſings and advantages. 


i" Nn I. appeal to any man of ſenſe and rea- 7 
1 J fon, that will ſeriouſly reflect upon the two Fr fal 
1 yokes ſpoken of, whether thoſe things which Jeſus Il © fed 
1 Chriſt requires of us, and which are looked up- = 75 
= on as fo hard, ſo unreaſonable, fo grievous, even Cons 
4 impracticable, are not very juſt, exceedingly pro- us ru 
| fitable, moſt happy, and very feaſible. But to milch 
be more and more convinced, that the yoke of 055 
= Jeſus Chriſt is eaſy, and his empire mild, that his I fake 
i4 laws are very advantageous, and the duties he en- and 
lb. Joins us moſt reaſonable ; I deſire, that what ſin, I avari 
E| or the old man, exacts for its tranfient pleaſures, M nent 
1 and its frivolous goods, may be compared with I lame 
4 what religion requires for its moſt excellent bleſ- on) 
i fings, and its inexpreſſible advantages, and that 15 
Th the confequences of the one and of the other may 2 
44 be ſet together; afterwards I do not queſtion, but og 
#4 it will evidently appear, that the things which Naw 
.- Jeſus Chriſt expects of us, are not only. lefs pain- 1e 
Ws ful, hard and hazardous, but likewiſe more fa- ni 
"il tisfactory, and infinitely more profitable than 15 
| F thoſe which fin demands of us. Now religion Eh 
Wi will have us repent of our fins, believe its truths, wh 
| curb our paſſions, forgive our enemies, and ſuffer 10 
many evils; forſake all, expoſe our life to great Al: 
dangers, and even loſe it, if either the promot- 7855 
ing of God's glory, and the increaſe of our re- ble 


deemer's kingdom require it. It forbids the un- 
lawful pleaſures, but it permits the innocent ones. 
Now, what do we get here below by ſubmitting 


the Nie ef our Lord JI x sus CnRIST. 
to what religion requires of us? A contented 
mind, a peaceable conſcience, and well grounded 
hopes of an eternal, exceeding happy, and moſt 
glorious life. What elſe? The grace of : Jeſus 
Chriſt, the love of God, and the fellowſhip of 
the holy Ghoſt, whereby our happineſs. ſhall wa 
perfected and everlaſting.  _ 

Sin, or the old man, will likewiſe have us re- 
pent of ſeveral of our actions, and believe a world 
of falſhoods, that either belong to Mammon, or 
reſpect either his own nature, or his advantages, 
or his pleaſures. It will have us reſtrain our paf- 
ſions, and difſemble our reſentments. It makes 
us run into a multitude of troubles, ſorrows and 
miſchiefs; it induces us to leave our neareſt rela- 
tions, and our moſt intimate friends for lucre's 
ſake; as well as to part with an eaſy, quiet, ſweet, 
and pleaſant life, in order to gratify either our 


avarice, or our ambition. It expoſes us to immi- 


nent dangers, and brings upon us infamous and 
lamentable deaths. It frequently keeps us not 


only from enjoying unlawtul, but alſo innocent 


pleaſures. I appeal to the coniſciences of proud, 
envious, covetous, ambitious, unjuſt and- laſci- 
vious men, whether what I aſſert is not true. 
Now, what do they get? Pleaſures.” ' But what 
pleaſures ! ? Alas! tranſient, very tranſient ones, 


which are attended with bitterneſs, grief, and per- 
plexity. What elſe? The gratifying for a very 


little while, violent and unruly paſſions, that hur- 
ry them into a world of miſchiefs, till they paſs 
from time into eternity. What do they get then? ? 


Alas! nothing | but woes, endleſs woes! 


| Now let my reader judge, whether the- trou- 
kn the cares, and the labours which. —_— 


but 


the advantages of religion are incomparably greater 
8⁰ N does not require greater hardſhips than ſin, 


5 tify — covetoufneſs, or pride, or:envy, or am- 


heaven, what cauſe, I beſeech you, have we to 
complain ? Oh! did we but take as much care 


are for a mortal life: Had we but as vehement 


If we would but ſupport the ineumbrances and 


fatigues, the inconveniencies, and the hardſhips 


Nm and the — of religion, do neglect 


-A-DISCOURSE 'concetning 
Ant though they ſhould be as full of difficulties, 
hy ſhould we 5 to ſubmit to them, fince 


and worthier than the advantages of fin? If the 
great endeavours as thoſe we uſe to gra- 

bition, or concupiſcence, are ſufficient to get to 

and pains for the ſalvation of our precious ſouls, as 


we do for the welfare of our vile bodies: Were we 
but as ſolicitous for a glorious immortality,.as we. 


deſires for the incaheafiible-treafiires of heaven, 
as we have for the-periſhable-riches of the earth: 


the difficulties which our fleſh, the world, and 
the devil throw in the way of religion, with the 
ſame patience and ſteadineſs, as we bear the 


of a journey, or a voyage: Were we but re- 
ſolved to ſhun ill company as circumſpectly as 1 
we avoid great dangers ; and to withſtand the 5 
temptations of the enemies of our ſalvation, with | 


as much vigour as we reſiſt them who would en- 3 f 


us to do things contrary to our worldly in- 
tereſt: I dare aſſert, that we ſhould diſcharge 
the duties which religion requires of us, and ſo, 
that our hopes of heaven ſhould be incomparably 
better grounded, than all the expectations we can 
have in this world. Now let any impartial and 
unprejudiced man judge, whether the advantage 
is not in all reſpects on the ſide of our bleſſed 
Lord's yoke ; whether it is not an eaſy matter to 
mew to thoſe, who under the pretence of the dif- 


what 


the Note f our Lord Ix SS CRRISr. 53 
what it requires, and give themſelves over to a 
bad life, chat they really take more pains, and 
- are at greater trouble to come to ruin, than is re- 
quired to work out their ſalvation, and that they 
could gain heaven with lefs: uneaſineſs, inconve- 
niencies and labours, than they go to hell. I refer 
it to him, whether there is any reaſon to be ſtart- 
led at a good life, becauſe of the great watchful- 
neſs, diligence, cares and pains it requires, ſinee 
a wicked one exacts a great deal more; and _ 
ther he that walks in a rough, uneven way,' that 
is upon the brink of a precipice, may ſay with 
any appearance of reaſon, that he cannot walk in 
the ſmooth paths of righteouſneſs, and run the rate Heb. xii. 1. 
which is ſet before him, wherein there are great aſ- 
ſiſtances, many comforts, abundance of fatisfac- | 
"waits" . at the 2 of it, eternal fre e 


Nt „* 8 = —— * 8 3 
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4 Anither objeftion | concerning our bil of 
performing the evangelical precepts ; the 
anſwer to it, -_ the. ore BY —_ . 


* 


Is other obj ection may be made, thath in- 
deed the 8 of Jeſus Chriſt is neither 
| — nor hard, nor heavy in itſelf, but that it 
is only ſo by accident; that the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion is really very agreeable to reaſon, and ac- 
commodated to our intereſt. We could eaſily, 
and would chearfully do. what it requires of us, 
were we but like our firſt parents, in their ſtate 
of innocence, before they had eaten of the for- 
bidden fruit. But alas! lar from being pure and 
innocent, our nature is very much . we 
are 


Col. ii 3. 


21, 12. 


Pſalm cxix. 
$0. 

— XVi. 11. 
Prev. ii. 13, 15. 
— XV. 14, 12. 


Rom. vi. 12. 
Fph. vi. 12. 


Rom. vi. 17. meſs in high places. And to obey from the heart that 
form of dotirine which bas been delivered us. It is 

too well ktiown, that we are not able of ourſelves 

ſo much as to have good thoughts, and entertain 


Cal. i. 9, 10, 


| -Feigning” in their mortal body; to wreſtle againſt 


ſelves, and that Jeſus Chriſt ſupports, aſſiſts, and 
ſtrengthens us by his Spirit: For we are filled, ſays 


worthy of the Lord unto all pleaſe ng, being fruitful 
in every good work, and increaſing in the knowledge 


A DISCOURSE: cee 


are exceedingly inclined to evil; we are fallen in- 
to ſin, which has weakened fo much our reaſon, 
that it has little or no ſtrength, and is uncapa- 
ble to reſiſt the violence of our paſſions, which 
drive us from the paths of our Lord's commandments, 
which are the paths of life, into the 75 Mays of 
darkneſs, which. are the ways of. death. 

Beſides, the powerful enemies of our ſalvation 
that are within and without us, make uſe of all 
their engines, and of all their ſubtilty, to induce 
us to do evil, to take upon us the yoke of ſin, 
and to gratify. our inborn wicked inclinations: 
but in order to clear this difficulty, I defire my 
reader to conſider, that this diſcourſe regards 
Chriſtians redeemed out of the power of ſin, of 
the deyil, and the world; tranſlated into the king- 
dom 10 Jeſus Chriſt, and made capable, by the 
aſſiſtance of the holy Spirit, 2 hinder fin from 


ipalities, againſt powers, a againft the rulers 0 
The darkneſs of this world, againſt ſpiritual wicked- 


holy deſires; but it is likewiſe well known; to 
our great comfort, that we are not left, to our- 


St Paul, with the knowledge of bis will, in all wiſ- 
dom and ſpiritual underſtanding ;, that we may walk 


of God, frengthened with all might, according to 
bis glorious power, unto all patience and long fuffer- 
ance, with joyfulneſs giving thanks unto the Father, 
which bas made us meet to be W 125 ihe inbe- 


the D of uy Tord Is tvs Cunrer, 5 
jance of \ the ſaints i in light. It is well known, 


ading us to the truth which helps us to life; and 
at our being liable to fall into fin, is remedied. 
y repentance,” dur imperfect holineſs p. 
G the merit of our bleſſed Lord, and our de- 
ective obedience to God's commandments made 


,oke of Jeſus Chriſt is not only eaſy, but like- 
nie attended with all the encouragement, and 
u the affiſtances, which can reaſonably, be de- 


entedly, even with the greateſt joy; for in truth 
it is the only way to find reſt unto our ſouls, to 
have a ſettled mind, and a ble conſcience, 


when we leave this ne a e immorta- A 
Wy: : 


"Now h to our Hee Lord Jeſus Chi, 1 85 
a glory, and wiſdom, and thantſgiving, and bon- 


Amen. 


bat God worketh in us Joth to will and to do of phil. ii. 2 
js good” pleaſure 3 That Jeſus Chriſh is the way John iv. 6. 


p by his perfect righteouſneſs and powerful in- 
rceſſion. . Thus it plainly appears, that the 


fred; wherefore let us take upon ourſelves, with ü 
chearfulneſs, that bleſſed yoke, and bear it con- 


to enjoy a life full of comforts, and to obtain, 


/ yoke is eaſy and burden light, Be Mefing and Rev. vi. 12. 


our, and power, and might, fer ever * ver. 


9 


5 
\ 


— 


©6-24- 


i /iſdoin to My —_— 


 preme'V 
III. A Difco 


, x "4" ph ö . . 
7 : 1 of , 9 - * N f 924174 
7 5 g ' \ % l Ta | 7 % 1 225 527 F 5 
berween the De h.of Men CES. 
% SY 29% 


” 


IV. A \ Blousge upon th moſt (el 
of God; «moſt certainly rewarded! 1 
upon the vile Service of 1 
rewarded, even during a ſhort Time. Pie ß, 
R 'Diſcoutſe. concerning the r 
Wich every Nan may and ought to Bae 
his Body and v 1 


. © 
— 


„ onen 
E 


e 


tribute to the Happineſi of eit Erice 6 . 
VI. A Diſcourſe upon the wondenfi n I = 
of the Lord God; which, though it ap - 
Where, is yet perceived but by very e Nie . WE 
their great Comfort. Price dl. 
the People of Iraet and the N — y 
taken Out of the eleventh Cha of Deuter 0 51 _ 5 N 
iſconrſe Prion d, at St , , andat | 
; VIII. The Ancient ieſs of the 
gion; or a Diſcourſe concerning 
count of the marvellous ar comtorrble | 
Work of Mens Redemption th rough the Second | - 
Perſon of the Bleſſed Trinity our- Lord Jelus - | * 
Chriſt, who took their Nature in ord; 
it; ſhewing, that this 


4 * 
STE. IS * 
« = 
26 
. TITLE 
«2 * 
2773 92 
o * * 
* 


— 
* 2 A 
2 1 
7 44 05/44 
7 © , G 
—_—  — - 
pen 
— 


— 

„ n 

Werner 
— 


* 

* * 

1 * » 
—— ws © bed 


1 


* 
* 
— * 
ü WS 


w———_—_ TSS #4. %V 
. 7 


=— 


© ww. 
* 
273 


„ 


Sas 
e 


* 


* 


> — «I 
% we «IS 146 


—_— 
wes”. 


ried on ever ſince Adam a 5 WW 
is to be 1 on to JJ the Uanrertal | 


PI 
S 


| Jags þ 


* * 8 
3 * 7792 2 
* * {4 * > 
4 Ear 
13 3 22> 
>. Nei! 
1 1892755 


—— v0 iv © ms 
=> 


+ <v 


7 4 
1 117 
6222 
388 
1 le 
3242377 TT 
TH TYE4+975487 
: 42277727: 4 
14+ 37 &TIFE 9 
* 
nne 
THIRTY 7 
> E 
* 5 
6 ; 
FT] 


a 
AD RC TITS 


o 


